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The Library Assistant 


Announcements 


[>: next meeting of the Section will be held at North Finchley 
District Library on Wednesday, 8th December, 1937, at 6.30 p.m, 
when Mr. E. Wisker, F.L.A. (Kent County Libraries), will read a 
paper entitled “ Running commentary.” The chair will be taken by 
Mr. F. Seymour Smith, F.L.A., the Chief Librarian of Finchley. 

The best ways to the Library are : 

1. By Underground to Golders Green ; thence by omnibus, Nos. 2 or 
84, to Ravensdale Avenue. 


2. By any omnibus to “ Tallyho,” North Finchley; the Library is 
five minutes’ walk from there. 
“hie” 


ELECTION OF A.A.L. COUNCIL FOR 1938 
Ballot papers for this election are being circulated with this issue. Any 
member who does not receive one should write at once to Mr. Revie, 
Reference Library, Birmingham, 1. 
“hie” 
NORTH-EASTERN DIVISION 


The next meeting of the Division will take the form of a Magazine 
Evening, and will be held, by kind permission, at King’s College, New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, on Wednesday, 19th January, 1938. 

This Magazine Evening will consist of the reading of papers submitted 
by members of the Division. The papers must consist of 1,000 to 1,500 
words (taking from ten to fifteen minutes to read), and may be upon any 
subject whatever. 

All members are earnestly requested to take part in this effort and to 
make the evening a success. 

A more detailed notice will be circulated to members in due course. 

“hie” 
GREATER LONDON DIVISION 

A meeting of members representing libraries in the Greater London 
area was held at Chaucer House on 13th October last to consider draft 
rules for the formation of the proposed Greater London Division. 
The rules were passed without amendment, and have been forwarded 
for the approval of the A.A.L. Council. The election of the first 
Officers and Committee will have been completed when this appears in 


(Continued on page 292) 
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The Library Assistant 


The Development of the Book Club’ 


A. D. ROBERTS 


MUST first make it clear that I am going to talk about the type of book 
|= which is of comparatively recent origin and not about the learned 

bibliographical societies. The general principles on which they operate 
are familiar enough ; a committee of editors chooses what it considers to be 
the best book of the month, either in general literature or in some restricted 
field, and membership of the club involves the purchase of either all or most 
of the selections every year. The books may or may not be limited to 
those of a particular publisher. In return for this guaranteed circulation, 
the book club is able to give its services free. These usually include the 
publication of a bulletin or periodical describing its choice and recommend- 
ing other books as well. Some clubs allow the substitution of a recom- 
mended book for the monthly selection, if the latter does not please the 
member concerned. At first no reduction on the ordinary published price 
of the book was allowed, but as the societies grew in strength, this was soon 
forthcoming, until it has reached a pinnacle in the “ bargains” that Mr. 
Gollancz offers the members of the Left Book Club. 

Monetary considerations apart, a genuine interest in the acquisition of 
the best of current literature, as well as a snobbish desire to be in the fashion 
by having read the very latest books, have prompted people to join these 
clubs. It is frequently said that the second of these incentives is the main 
one, and it is maintained that, in order to attract as high a membership as 
possible, they choose books which will appeal to the least intelligent of their 
members. The good book which is difficult to read will, we are told, be 
automatically excluded. These and other criticisms I shall consider later. 

The first book club of our type in the English-speaking world was the 
American “ Book of the Month Club,” which was established in 1926. 
The members of this society need only purchase four of the selected books 
every year. The selection committee, which has on it such eminent people 
as H. S. Canby and Christopher Morley, does not pretend to read all the 
books, for publishers only send in their best manuscripts. The Foreign 
Advisory Committee is particularly sound, consisting, as it does, of H. G. 
Wells, S. Undset, A. Maurois, and T. Mann. On the receipt of the recom- 
mended book, three procedures are open to the member. He may accept 


1 Read at the joint Branch Conference at Worcester, 2nd October, 1937. 
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it, fill in a substitution blank asking for one of the other recommended 
books, or he may specify that no book is required in the current month. 
The club prints its own edition of the selected book. The saving in cost 
is allowed to accumulate in a fund, and whenever it becomes large enough, 
the club contracts for an entire large edition of some popular new book ora 
fine edition of some older book “ which everyone wants for his library.” 
These are then distributed free to members. During 1935 the retail value 
of these books was over $1,250,000, for the club has a membership of over 
150,000. Members receive dividends, which have been equated to the 
number of their purchases. 

The Literary Guild of America was incorporated by Samuel Craig in 
1921, though it was not until late in 1926 that it was actually launched. 
Again, the minimum number of selections which members must purchase 
is four. At first there was considerable opposition to its operation, for it 
offered a reduction in price from its inception. The club is now controlled 
by Doubleday, Doran & Co., and the majority of choices are their own 
publications. Both this club and the Book of the Month Club had mem- 
berships of about 5,000 when they began, and at the end of its first year the 
Book of the Month Club had 40,000 members. In 1928 the Junior Literary 
Guild was organized on similar lines. There are four selections every 
month: one for children of from 6 to 8 years, one for those from 9 to 11 
years, and one each for older girls and older boys. The selection committee 
consists of four members, and the journal issued by the club is called Young 
wings. The twelve selected books and the society’s services cost each 
member $18.50. Among the noteworthy points connected with its opera- 
tion are the following: the binding of the books is properly reinforced ; 
it prints occasionally a good edition of a classic, like Prescott’s Conquest of 
Mexico, and also supplies some older books at reduced prices. It has many 
_ school and library members, and co-operates with the American Library 
Association. 

These three clubs are the most important in America; but there are 
several others there. The fact that many peopie are living in places remote 
from booksellers or libraries has contributed to their success. Both the 
Scientific and Religious Book Clubs charge the full published price, plus a 
sum for postage, for their selections, and they both stipulate a minimum of 
six books a year as a condition of membership. Their committees each 
have five members, though the Scientific Book Club has an advisory com- 
mittee of twelve. The Catholic Book Club, which was founded in April 
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1928, chooses no purely devotional books. It has a committee of seven, 
and issues a Newsletter. The subscription price is $25.00 a year—less than 
the cost of the books at their ordinary published price. The cost of mem- 
bership of “ Spiritual Book Associates” is $15.00 a year; the ten chosen 
books would cost at least $20.00 if bought separately from a bookseller. 
Among the other clubs in the United States are the Dollar Book Club and 
the Book Union. 

The Book Society, the first English club, was established in 1929. It 
does not print its own editions of its monthly choices, but merely distributes 
the publisher’s edition, post free, to its members, together with a copy of 
the Book Society news. If the chosen book is not deemed suitable, it may 
be exchanged for another within a week of its receipt. Members pay the 
full published price for each selection, but the club claims that this has often 
been reduced by the publisher when he knew that the book had been chosen 
by the Society. The list of previous selections is classified as follows : 
biographical, history and travel, belles lettres, poetry, etc., novels, and short 
stories. 

It was last year that the Left Book Club, sponsored by Victor Gollancz, 
Ltd., published its first choices. It was the beginning of “an attempt to 
bring down the prices of the whole range of left literature.” A special 
edition of the chosen monthly book or books (occasionally there are two) 
is printed for members only at the uniform price of 2s. 6d.; the published 
price of the ordinary edition may be as high as 18s. The books are all 
Mr. Gollancz’s own publications, and ordinary members must purchase all 
the monthly choices. The membership is now over 50,000, but Mr. Laski 
has estimated that it has an actual reading public of a quarter of a million. 
In addition to the monthly selection, five other classes of books are published. 
These are “ Additional Books,’ ‘Supplementary Books for Special 
Classes of Readers,” “‘ Reprints of Classics,” ‘‘ Educational Books,” and 
“ Topical Books.” Standing orders may be placed for any of these series. 
“ Additional Books ” are not always new publications. The new edition 
of the Webbs’ Soviet communism, the ordinary published price of which is 
35s., can be obtained by members for 5s. Dorothy Macardle’s Jrish 
republic was a “ Supplementary Book for a Special Class of Reader,” and 
Strachey’s Coming struggle for power, a “ Reprint of a Classic.” ‘‘ Educa- 
tional Books” are simply written, and cost 6d. each. They are about half 
the length of an ordinary novel and assume no previous knowledge of their 
subject-matter on the part of the reader. The name “ Topical Books” 
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gives some indication of their character ; they are issued at very short notice, 
The club’s journal, The Left news, contains reviews of current selections, 
details of the various groups, and other activities of the organization. The 
groups meet regularly for discussion, and quite frequently the topic is the 
chosen book of the month. In contrast to wireless discussion groups 
organized by libraries, these have proved enormously successful, and there 
are now about 700 in existence. Financial assistance is granted from the 
funds of the club for special purposes. In addition to the ordinary groups, 
corresponding groups, subject groups, junior groups, foreign groups, 
classes for the tuition of group leaders, a theatre guild, summer schools, and 
holiday camps have been organized. ‘‘B” members purchase six selec- 
tions a year only; the books for these months are generally easier to 
understand than the others—books like Macartney’s Walls have mouths. 
“ Associate”” membership allows of. the purchase of the “ Educational 
Books ” only for a subscription of 2d. a week. All Lawrence and Wishart’s 
publications are now available to club members in a special binding at 
two-thirds their ordinary published price. 

Following the phenomenal success of the Left Book Club, a host of 
others have been founded in the last year. Messrs. Foyle’s have established 
“ Right” and “ Religious ” Book Clubs, and intend to launch a “ Travel 
Book Club,” all of which are, or will be, offering their selections in special 
editions at considerably less than the price of the ordinary edition. Their 
most daring enterprise to date, however, “ The Book Club,” proposed to 
distribute H. G. Wells’s new novel Brynhild to its members at 2s. 6d. a 
fortnight after the publication of the 7s. 6d. edition. Pressure was, how- 
ever, brought to bear on the publishers and the offer was withdrawn. 
Messrs. Ivor Nicholson & Watson have intimated that they will not supply 
any of their books to clubs that offer reduced terms to their members. 

“ The Right Book Club” claims to have 22,000 members: its first 
selection The Empire in the world, edited by E. Thomas Cook, was made in 
March. The special edition, which members are bound to accept, is bound 
in light blue limp cloth. Both the “ Right” and the “ Religious ” Book 
Clubs’ selections cost members 2s. 6d. each. The Religious Book Club 
was founded primarily “as a means of supplementing the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s ‘ Recall to Religion’ by providing a literary background 
thereto.” All members enrolling before 31st December, 1937, receive a 
copy of The Passion and glorious resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, published by Michael Joseph at 2s. 6d. Two recent choices have 
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been Edward Irving and his circle, by Drummond, and Forgiveness of sins, 
by E. B. Redlich. The Student Christian Movement has also established 
a Religious Book Club with an advisory editorial committee consisting of 
prominent people. Its selections will be limited to the publications of the 
Student Christian Movement Press, and these will cost members 2s. each, 
the ordinary published price being from 4s. 6d. to 6s. The Club will issue 
a magazine, The Religious Book Club bulletin, and its first choice will be 
published in November. Six choices will be made each year. 

The National Book Association, with Arthur Bryant as its editor and 
Earl Baldwin as its president, seems more representative of Conservative 
opinion than the Right Book Club, though this month they have both chosen 
the same book, Kingdoms in partnership, by C. M. J. Allport. The books 
of the National Book Association cost 2s. 6d. each, and the promoters intend 
to organize discussion groups on Left Book Club lines. _ 

Each month the Readers’ Union will buy from a publisher a special 
edition of an important recently issued book and distribute this edition 
either through booksellers or direct to its members. An article will be 
included, briefly pointing out the importance of the book and its writer in 
the literary world. No book will be chosen by the Union until the ordinary 
edition has been on sale for some time, and the choices will be books which 
have not, in the selector’s opinion, had the success they deserved. There 
is no permanent selection committee, one book will be chosen each month, 
at least to begin with, and members will receive copies of the paper Readers’ 
news. The first choice, Tsushima: grave of a floating city, by A. Novikoff- 
Priboy, published by Allen & Unwin at 16s., is now available to members 
at 2s. 6d. ‘“* The Open-air Book Club” is another English organization. 

The mushroom growth of the clubs sponsored by Messrs. Foyle 
instinctively leads one to doubt the quality of their selections. They 
certainly cannot claim to be drawing on the field of the most important 
current publications. The quality of the books chosen by the various clubs 
varies a good deal, even within a restricted field of literature. 

That the desire to have read the “ latest book” is widespread we shall 
all agree, but it is difficult to prove that most clubs are catering solely for 
the people that have it. A survey of the choices of these clubs shows that 
they have sponsored some worth-while books which appear at first sight 
to be destined for a restricted public only. It can be noticed, however, 
that there are a host of authors of this type whose works have not been 
chosen by the clubs, while many of their choices have been books by 
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authors already well known. But the standard of intelligence of the 
members, judging by the quality of the books supplied to them, is probably 
at least the equal of that of average readers in public libraries. 

Mr. Swinnerton’s assumption, in Authors and the book trade, that the 
least enterprising among the members must necessarily comprise the greater 
number is probably incorrect. Some indication of the quality of these clubs 
can be gained from a perusal of their journals and publicity. Although not 
free from occasional lapses, the standard of the majority is better than that 
of most public library bulletins. In general, they are poorer in quality than 
the best literary reviews; apart from a lengthy description of the chosen 
book, which, as you may imagine, is hardly likely to contain any sustained 
adverse criticism, the other notices are generally too short to be of much 
value. 

But how many people have ever relied on the best reviews to indicate 
possible sources of reading among newly published books? Again, it is 
frequently stated that the committees could not possibly read all the likely 
books in the time at their disposal, so that their claim to cover the whole 
field of literature is invalid. There is, of course, some truth in this, but it 
would also appear to be true that some committees spend an enormous 
time reading possible books, and that the readers who are employed by some 
clubs to do the preliminary sifting are reliable enough as critics. It is quite 
obvious that in some months there is likely to be a spate of good books to 
choose from, and in others perhaps a dearth of good reading matter. This 
is partly obviated by the fact that publishers appear in some cases to be only 
too willing to consent to publish in a month suitable to the clubs. The 
fact that the choices of some clubs are restricted to the books of one pub- 
lisher only necessarily limits their claim to be putting the very best before 
their members. This applies both to clubs who select in general literature 
and those who deal with one particular type only. 

It is usually the bookseller whose complaint is the loudest about the 
clubs. Some of the latter supply their books direct to their members, some 
require a member to be registered with and supplied through a bookseller, 
and some use both methods of distribution. Many of the books supplied 
in the second manner are not handled by the ordinary bookshop. The 
term “ bookseller” covers a multitude of people. In the case of the Left 
Book Club, for instance, many of the agents are shops that sell the more 
radical newspapers. Indeed, in pre-Left Book Club days, many of these 


had great difficulty in paying their way; now, thanks to the club, they 
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manage quite well. Yet it appears to be true, in general literature at any 
rate, that the sales of club choices through booksellers to people who are not 
club members is greater than the normal sales of other books by the same 
authors. This has been shown to be true both here and in America. 

They have certainly encouraged the possession of more books, and have 
probably led to more sustained reading by people who had previously done 
little. They have also taken some business from the booksellers, though 
whether this is counterbalanced by the increased interest in the selected 
books by non-members and the enlargement of the book-buying public in 
general it is difficult to say. It is possible that the author of a chosen book 
benefits at the expense of his fellow authors, though I do not think this is 
the case at the present. Whether membership of the clubs that insist on 
the purchase of every selection is likely to be maintained over a period of 
years is also uncertain. Those members of the Left Book Club who have 
subscribed since its inception have already a host of books in unattractive 
covers which make great demands on shelf space in the house. Moreover, 
the sustained study of one particular type of book for several years is not 
likely to be universal among members. Joining a book club has been like 
subscribing to a new magazine to some people. 

It has already been said that certain authors have altered statements in 
their books when they thought the amendments would be more to the 
liking of the selection committees than the original text. Anything that 
savours of canalizing the writing of imaginative literature or making more 
difficult the existence of the good writer whose works are likely to be un- 
popular with the majority of readers should certainly not be encouraged. 
The indiscriminate development of the book club form of distribution 
might have these effects; fortunately, so far the standard of the majority 
is still fairly high. 

The clubs have probably taken some readers from public and subscription 
libraries, for many members find little time to read other books. Several 
libraries have taken out subscriptions in the club to obtain the books at 
their reduced prices. If they threw away any that were considered unsuit- 
able, there would still be a considerable saving in cost. The deterrent that 
ordinary members must buy every book selected by some of the clubs would 
not apply in such a degree to libraries. There are few books chosen that 
would not both satisfy a liberally minded committee and find a reading 
public among the library’s borrowers. Membership of a club selecting 
political literature might be frowned on by some committees, but in a large 
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system, at any rate, that would not be a rational attitude, for the books could 
be distributed among branch libraries, and there would be no increase in 
propaganda. Some libraries have provided accommodation for the dis- 
cussion groups of the Left Book Club. 

If we could be certain that members will be wise enough not to con- 
centrate entirely on the selections of their clubs, that they will go to their 
booksellers and buy other books and continue to make good use of their 
libraries, all would be well. If they have done something to reduce the 
price of books in general that will be a great step forward; they have 
definitely proved that there is an enormous public ready to buy books if 
prices can be reduced. Can’t the general book-buying public do something 
to guarantee the size of editions of worth-while books to bring their prices 
down? Mr. Keynes estimated some time ago that if editions of 9,000 
instead of 3,000 were printed, the price of books could be halved. Quite 
rightly he said, “‘ Is it not a thing to be ashamed of, having regard to the 
wealth and population of the English-speaking world, that editions are on 
so miserable a scale ? ” 

There are a whole host of books continually being published which, if 
they are not exactly classics, are of considerable merit both in the fields of 
scientific and pure literature. If we librarians, and some of the general 
public too, if possible, closed our ranks a little, and concentrated more on 
the bulk purchase of what the Americans would call worth-while titles, 
we might do something to guarantee the size of editions. Machinery might 
be established for the pre-publication consideration of manuscripts by dis- 
interested people. Care would have to be taken that no element of regi- 
mentation entered such a scheme, and certain types of fiction, belles lettres, 
etc., would probably have to be excluded from it. But I believe that the 
majority of books published are not of this class, and that if publishers could 
be more sure of their “ safe” books, they would be able to bring down the 
prices of their “‘ experimental ” ones as well. Such a scheme would help 
to reduce the actual number of books being published by eliminating 
redundancies and some worthless material. The growth of the book club, 
besides making us talk about the ill-effects of mass-directed reading, should 
make us realize that the methods of the book trade itself require some 
revision. One American publisher discussing book clubs goes so far as 
to say, “ The business of book distribution is both old-fashioned and in- 
adequate. - It needs new viewpoints and new methods.” 
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Students’ Problems: If 


D. H. HALLIDAY 


ONGRATULATIONS to all those who have found themselves so 

unexpectedly presented with the whole or part of the Intermediate 

Examination. It is a development which promises tremendous 
change. In one respect the outlook is clear and boundlessly refreshing, 
in that the regulation will bring a renewal of hope and enthusiasm to those 
who had lost both, provided it does not come too late to undo previous harm. 
This consideration outweighs all others. Nevertheless, it is unwise to 
ignore the opposite point of view, which may reveal that something has 
been lost. In more respects than one the step has been forced by the refusal 
of the proposed new syllabus. With Intermediate Cataloguing and Classi- 
fication remaining, in actual standard, the final examination in these subjects, 
the separation of the two became inevitable. A lower standard, approximat- 
ing more to the idea of an Intermediate Examination, and a closer combina- 
tion of the two subjects, as they are associated in library work, are much 
nearer to the ideal. Viewed in this light, the step must be retrogressive ; 
and most likely it will be a temporary one only. 

Also, I cannot but deplore the attitude of some younger assistants who 
hail this resolution as a triumph for the cause of making the examinations 
easier. Truly circumstances have been such as to distort their views, but 
this is an ostrich-like attitude, and it is as well that those who are working 
in their interests do not share their outlook. On the standard of the examina- 
tions depends the status of the qualifications which they imply, and this in 
turn is the major influence affecting professional status and conditions. By 
increased status alone can we gain the power to improve salaries, hours, and 
the host of other deplorable conditions which beset the library assistant. 
Although we cannot hope to achieve the status of the medical and legal pro- 
fessions, they at least show us the direction we must take to secure better 
treatment from the public we serve. 


Students who have entered for the December examinations should 
remember that the best advice for intending candidates is contained in the 
reports of the examiners, published in the Library Association Record. 
That complaints of the same failings recur in every report shows that 
insufficient attention is paid to these warnings. They should be of par- 
279 








The Library Assistant 


ticular interest to those who are about to make their first acquaintance with 
the L.A. examinations. 

Of all the resolutions a candidate can make, however, the most vitally 
important is to make sure of the intent and scope of the questions. In a 
survey of some recently marked papers, I find that over 25 per cent. of the 
answers have received less than half marks mainly through this one failing— 
surely some indication of the havoc which this kind of thoughtlessness must 
cause in the examinations when limited time and taut nerves add to the 
danger of the pitfalls for the unwary. 


Practical Cataloguing.—Miss F. E. Wigley (Manchester), who has been 
most helpful with suggestions for discussion in this feature, writes : 

“ One of the chief perplexities of the cataloguing students is the set-out 
of the practical paper. They know they are to catalogue as for a classified 
and a dictionary catalogue. What they do not know is: Do the examiners 
want a full main entry according to Joint Code Rules, and the headings for 
added entries as for a unit-card system? Or do they want a full main entry 
and the written-out abbreviated entries as for a printed catalogue? When! 
took the examination, I used the second (much more difficult) method, and 
added a note saying that duplicates of the main entry could be used if the 
unit-card system were in force. A friend told me he gave headings only, 
as for the unit-card method. We both passed !” 


The following explanation from Mr. F. McDonald (Leeds) should 
reassure cataloguing students : 

I have no doubt that others have used a third method and have also 
passed. But surely this should encourage rather than perplex. The fact 
that the examiners are willing to accept a variety of methods, if intelligent, 
and do not wish to enforce some arbitrary method, possibly out of touch 
with customary practice, should persuade candidates that they have to 
concentrate on essentials and not worry about differences of opinion on 
details. 

The syllabus does not state which code is to be used, but since the Joint 
Code is the official code of the Library Association, it should be taken for 
granted that it is the standard to be adopted in the examination. All 
students should read the preface to the American edition. They will see 
that the Code has been framed to satisfy the needs of large, scholarly libraries, 
and that it is anticipated that minor variations and adjustments will have to 


be made in order to satisfy the needs of smaller libraries. The examiners 
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evidently accept these minor variations, provided they are used consistently. 
I must stress consistency, however. One of the variations that may be 
effected is the omission of the author’s name in the title when it has been 
given in the heading. 

With regard to the fullness of added entries ; the instruction given out 
at the examination states that these should only be indicated. Obviously 
the word “ indicate” should be interpreted with common sense. When 
it is a question of straightforward subject-entry, it is sufficient to give the 
heading alone, without the actual details of the entry. In the case of 
analytical entries, it is much better to say “ analytical for,” etc., and show 
how the analytical should be set out than simply to say “‘ make analytical.” 
In the case of references, too, the candidate should say what sort of reference 
he intends, and not merely give an alphabetical list under the heading 
“ references.” The object in allowing candidates to “ indicate” ic to save 
needless repetitions which handicap the slow writer. 


“ Bliss” as a Text-book.—My criticism in the October issue of The 
Organization of knowledge in libraries as unsuitable as a classification text- 
book has provoked some disagreement. Miss B. Beasley (Plymouth) 
writes: ‘“‘ You have upset our theories on this matter. Three of us have 
been working for a long time for the Intermediate, always with the same 
result—‘* We regret to inform you. .. .’ Then one assistant worked on 
Bliss and passed first time ! . . . Several of the ‘ queer’ questions which 
have been asked at the exams. during the last three years are only answered 
by Bliss.” 

Mr. M. G. Rathbone (Birmingham) also disagrees. He writes: 
“‘ While I agree that this is an advanced work, and entirely unsuitable as 
an introduction to book classification, nevertheless two reasons prompt 
me to question your suggestion that it should best be read after passing the 
examination : firstly, the Intermediate Examination as its stands at present 
is a final in both its parts, and a candidate should surely be acquainted with 
so important an example of original research as that of Mr. Bliss; and 
secondly, the Library Association examination papers seem to indicate that 
increasing attention is being brought to bear upon it, for since 1935 three 
quotations from this book have been included as subjects for discussion in 
examination. 

“T can only draw the conclusion that a candidate who does not read 
it before sitting for the examination is limiting himself at the outset. 
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“You remark that to the immature student it is dangerously ‘ mislead- 
ing’; may I suggest that the scope of the book for study purposes would 
be more obvious if it were indicated in an annotation to the entry recom- 
mending it in the L.A. Year-book that it is dependent on the conclusions 
reached in the earlier work, The Organization of knowledge and the system 
of the sciences. This would serve to show the importance of grasping the 
essentials of the first book as an introduction to the second.” 

I can appreciate that such evidence appears to dispute my advice, and 
may place students in a quandary, so I hasten to give reasons for my opinion 
and amplify my first general statement. The Organization of knowledge in 
libraries is certainly not a text-book in classification, nor is there any indica- 
tion of such an intention. It is a summary of certain principles which have 
presented themselves to the author during many years’ experience. The 
principles in the first half of the book are the basis of a destructive criticism 
of the principal schemes now in use. This criticism follows, showing why 
the schemes are disqualified, and how the author’s new scheme will avoid 
their defects. The book as a whole is too advanced and the method of 
expression and terminology too complicated for the average Intermediate 
student. 

I must add one qualification, however. The following sections are 
fairly easily understood, and deal with elementary principles nowhere else 
treated in such detail: chapter III on Notation ; chapter IV, Systematizing 
and Schedulizing. But Mr. Phillips, in his new text-book, has done great 
service for examination students by rewriting much of these necessary facts 
of Bliss. 

It would seem, from the accounts of my correspondents, that the 
examiners regard the digestion of Bliss as an essential part of examination 
preparation. I find this hard to believe, as I have naturally kept track of 
examination questions. Here are some comments on the questions in- 
dicated by Mr. Rathbone, all of which are quotations from the above two 
chapters : 

December, 1935: Q. 4—0on individuals as classes. This is a mere 
statement from Bliss. He does not comment on it. The Library of 
Congress and Dewey, as every student should know, are strong on using 
individuals as classes, and much criticism has been directed at Dewey on 
this account. Bliss, making no attempt to do so, could not help a student 
here. . 

May, 1936: Q. 3—on alternative location of classes. The answer to 
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this question admittedly can be found in chapter IV of Bliss, but in addition 
the idea has been discussed in reviews and commentaries on his scheme. 
Dewey, Brown, Cutter, and the Library of Congress all offer alternative 
location of classes. 

May, 1937: Q. 2—on classification and the educational and scientific 
consensus. This surely does not need Bliss as an aid to the answer. 

I feel sure that no candidate has been failed because he has not read Bliss. 
On the other hand, it is highly probable that some have failed because they 
have become lost in the mazes of his verbosity. My experience is that fully 
95 per cent. of students are bewildered by the book. They learn passages 
and attempt to quote them—with ludicrous effect—totally misunderstanding 
his position and intention. 

As to Mr. Rathbone’s suggestion regarding The Organization of know- 
ledge and the system of the sciences, 1 almost definitely advise students not to 
attempt reading this book. It is a difficult book, even for persons versed 
in the technicalities of philosophy. 

The Organization of knowledge in libraries, however, is important, and it 
should be studied eventually by everyone interested. But it presupposes an 
expert knowledge of the subject and a very full experience of practical 
conditions. Consequently, as few students may lay claim to such a know- 
ledge, it is better that they should limit their reading to the two chapters 
I have mentioned. That is the essence of my advice. 


December Examinations—The January issue will contain comments 
on the December Intermediate Examination papers: Classification, by Mr. 
W. H. Phillips (Dagenham) ; Cataloguing, by Mr. F. McDonald (Leeds). 
The Elementary papers will be dealt with in the following issue. There is 
less need for comments on the subjects of the Final Examination, but it may 
be possible to give explanations on particular points if requested by students. 


[Note.—Queries, and comments for this feature should be sent to Mr. 


Halliday, Branch Library, Norbury, London, S.W.16 (not Croydon, as 
wrongly given last month).] 
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EAST MIDLANDS 

HE first General Meeting of the Division was held on Thursday, 

14th October, at the Guildhall, Nottingham. Mr. H. Jolliffe, 

F.L.A. (Leicester), took the Chair, and about forty members were 
present, representing most of the libraries in the Division. On behalf of 
the Chairman of the Libraries Committee, Mr. Duncan Gray, F.L.A. 
(City Librarian, Nottingham), welcomed the members, and extended 
sincere wishes for the success of this and future meetings. 

After a short business meeting, during which the Rules of the Division 
were submitted and passed, the Chairman called upon Mr. J. F. Sherwood, 
F.L.A. (Mansfield), to give his paper bearing the unusual title of “‘ Demos, 
discrimination, and ourselves.” Mr. Sherwood strove to expose all causes 
and temptations for indiscrimination in reading habits, and went on to speak 
with fervour and no little conviction of cures and ideals seemingly beyond 
the bounds of possibility. The second paper of the evening was given by 
Mr. W. R. M. McClelland, A.L.A. (Nottingham), on “ Rationalization.” 
How to deal satisfactorily but economically with flood demands for books 
of the moment was the chief difficulty to which Mr. McClelland attempted to 
furnish a solution. The unexpected manner in which the two papers came 
into absolute contrast on many points was an immediate ground for dis- 
cussion. 

Various votes of thanks to Mr. D. Gray, the Nottingham Corporation, 
and readers of the papers concluded the evening. 


EASTERN DIVISION 

The autumn meeting of the Eastern Division was held at Ipswich on 
Thursday, 14th October, members from Colchester, Ipswich, Lowestoft, 
Norwich, and the West Suffolk County Library being present. 

The business of the meeting concluded, Mr. L. Chubb, F.L.A., Chief 
Librarian of Ipswich, gave a talk on “ Libraries in France,” which, describ- 
ing the library buildings and service provided in the systems visited during 
his recent tour of the libraries of Belgium and France, showed how essential 
are the differences between library provision in France and in Great Britain. 

Mr. Chubb’s talk was much appreciated by his audience, whose regret 
was that lack of time prevented him from completing it. 

Tea was provided by the Ipswich staff, and a visit to the new Gains- 
borough Branch concluded the programme. 

284 





i ae sa ooo | 6 


— So lr 











The Library Assistant 


KENT 

The Tunbridge Wells meeting, held on Wednesday, 27th October, was 
one of the most successful gatherings ever held among members of the 
profession in Kent. The meeting was held at the Town Hall, and the 
Mayor, Mr. Alderman Strange, took the chair ; his welcome to the members 
was replied to by the Chairman of the Division. A symposium of three 
papers on “ If I were a chief librarian,” read by Miss Jackson (Kent County, 
Gillingham), Mr. P. Southall (Maidstone), and Mr. S. C. Waters (Kent 
County, Orpington), constituted the main part of the meeting. The 
speakers, soundly constructive as their papers were, seemed, in the opinion 
of several who contributed to the discussion, to be disappointingly orthodox 
in their views ; despite the fact that the occasion bristled with opportunities, 
the expected firework display did not take place. However, the proceed- 
ings were enlivened by a good deal of humour ; notable in this respect was 
Miss Jackson’s contribution, written in couplets and containing many 
shrewd thrusts. 

After the meeting the Division was entertained to tea by Mr. Alderman 
Saunders, Chairman of the Tunbridge Wells Libraries Committee. Mem- 
bers then inspected the Public Library and the site of the new civic centre. 


MIDLAND DIVISION 

The North Midland Branch of the Library Association joined forces 
with the Birmingham and District Branch and the Midland Division of the 
A.A.L. Section in a meeting at Birmingham on 28th October. The party 
of some 150 members visited during the afternoon three of Birmingham’s 
large modern branch libraries at Perry Common, Acock’s Green, and 
Yardley Wood. Returning from this round of visits to the City Centre, 
they were entertained to tea at the Council House by the Lord Mayor 
(Alderman Harold Roberts, J.P.), who, in a speech of welcome, spoke 
appreciatively from personal knowledge of the libraries of Birmingham 
and their staff. Mr. F. J. Cooper (Director Public Libraries, Museum and 
Art Gallery, Lincoln) effectively voiced the thanks of the meeting. 

After tea, members gathered in the Council Chamber under the Chair- 
manship of Mr. H. M. Cashmore (City Librarian of Birmingham), and 
Mr. Cooper read a paper entitled “The Definition of a public library 
service.” He dealt with popular misconceptions of the nature and 
functions of public libraries, and contrasted them with subscription and 
twopenny libraries. The brisk discussion which followed ranged over a 
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variety of topics, but it must be admitted that no speaker actually did put 
forward a clear-cut definition of a public library service. 

By way of contrast, some interesting glimpses of English social life in 
the eighteenth century were given by Mr. C. H. Thompson (Birmingham 
Reference Library) in his paper “‘ Domestic affairs : an archivist’s medley.” 
He drew his illustrations from some of the letters, account books, and 
memoranda books which form part of the huge collection of local manu- 
scripts of all kinds which the Birmingham Reference Library has collected, 
and presented them in very entertaining fashion. The meeting ended 
with cordial votes of thanks to the readers of the two papers, and a group 
of about thirty members afterwards spent some time in inspecting the 
Birmingham Central Libraries and some of the treasures of the Reference 
Department. 


NORTH-WESTERN 

Nearly 120 delegates from the North-Western District attended a very 
successful meeting held at Accrington, on Wednesday, 20th October. The 
meeting coincided with the presidency of Mr. J. W. Singleton, Borough 
Librarian of Accrington. 

Following an inspection of the library, where alterations are in progress, 
including the provision of a new juvenile library and store, a welcome was 
extended by His Worship the Mayor (Mr. Councillor Ellis), who is also 
Chairman of the Library Committee. Opportunity was taken of thanking 
Mr. R. Ashton (Blackburn) for his services to the Branch over a very long 
period, and of extending good wishes to him during his pending retire- 
ment. 

Miss Harries, B.A., of Manchester, dealt with “‘ Libraries and societies,” 
and said that such questions as education, unemployment, housing, wages 
and prices, and conditions of work had a profound effect upon libraries. It 
was to be deplored that the people did not use the libraries to the extent that 
they might, and the speaker believed that this could be attributed to the 
early age at which children left school. If everyone went to school until 
they were eighteen years of age, it would make an enormous difference to 
the quality of the reading public. To-day, said Miss Harries, we had got to 
have guns instead of books, or more guns and not so many books. They 
must take cognizance of this, and not bury their heads in the sand and think 
it was no business of theirs as librarians. A keen discussion followed the 
reading of the paper. 
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Mr. Thompson, of Bolton, dealt with the special problem of the children 
and libraries. 

The delegates were entertained to tea by the Accrington Libraries 
Committee, and hearty thanks were accorded them for their hospitality. 


YORKSHIRE 

A meeting of the Division was held in Ilkley on Wednesday, 29th 
September, 1937. The attendance was good, numbering 100 members. 

During the afternoon the members had an opportunity of inspecting 
the Ilkley Public Library, after which they were conveyed by special motor 
buses to the Strid. From the Strid the party walked along the river-bank 
to Bolton Abbey. Points of interest and local legends were told to the 
members by Mr. Hornby, a local archeologist. Before leaving the Abbey, 
Mr. Marr, of Sheffield, expressed thanks on behalf of the Division for the 
unexpected pleasure of Mr. Hornby’s expert guidance. 

The party then proceeded to the Blue Bird Café, where they were 
handsomely entertained to tea by E. Waddilove, Esq., J.P., Chairman of the 
Ilkley Urban District Council, and Councillor A. H. Dower, Chairman of 
the Public Library Committee. In the unavoidable absence of Councillor 
Waddilove, owing to his indisposition, Mr. Dower welcomed the Associa- 
tion to Ilkley. The President suitably replied to Mr. Dower’s welcome. 

At the evening meeting, held in the café, the Editor of Tuz Lisrary 
Assistant, Mr. T. I. M. Clulow, gave us his ideas on “ Possible fields of 
development in library work.” 

Mr. Clulow considers that if librarians as a whole do not alter the present 
state of affairs, public opinion may force them to do so. The first things 
to be faced are, how to break through the vicious circle of poor-quality 
staff recruitment, and to consider whether we are to obtain larger spending 
funds, larger buildings, and larger staffs, or whether economies would not 
be better. 

Amongst the topics necessary for consideration by the profession, Mr. 
Clulow included : 

(a) The forms of expansion of regional bureaux work, including the 
purchase of books. 

(6) The publishing side of book production. 

(¢) The group approach of readers as against the individual ; and 

(d) The mechanical developments in the copying and storing of books. 

Mr. Clulow’s remarks provoked critical replies from the President, Mr. 


Drewery (of Hull), and Mr. Cranshaw (of Sheffield). 
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Mr. Cranshaw (of Sheffield) and Mr. Tomlinson (of Wakefield) warmly 
thanked Mr. Clulow for his paper. This most enjoyable meeting was due 
to the efforts of the librarian, Mr. William Graham, who was thanked by 
Miss Armsby (of Shipley) and the President. 


ase” 
New Members 


'ENTRAL.—Miss U. K. Bell (Bristol); G. W. Cook (Gains- 
C van: Miss E. E. Hall (Bristol); Miss L. F. Haugh (Ayr 

County); Miss B. Ramsbotham (Luton); A. S. Rein (Glasgow); 
Miss M. E. Stocker (Jersey, C.I.) ; Miss M. E. S. Sutton (Bristol). 

Eastern.—Miss I. K. Savage (Ipswich). 

East Midland.—Miss J. N. C. Cordy (Northampton) ; Miss I. Coup- 
land (Worksop); Miss H. Hanson, Miss M. Lowe, Miss M. Northrop 
(Nottingham); A. A. Jeffress (Worksop); Miss M. Pollard (Derby 
County); Miss K. J. Read, P. Sherwin (Leicester). 

Greater London.—F. N. Andrews (Leyton) ; H. Bacon (Twickenham) ; 
Miss H. M. Barrett (Surrey County, Esher); E. G. Breeze (Southwark) ; 
U. K. N. Carter (S.-E. Regional Bureau) ; S. C. Dedman (Leyton) ; Miss 
N. Downing (Finchley); L. Edwards, R. J. Ewer (Leyton); Miss E. 
English (West Ham) ; Miss D. K. Forsythe (S.-E. Regional Bureau) ; J. B. 
Ferguson (Wandsworth) ; Miss B. Y. B. Grylls (Finchley) ; D. Hayward 
(Beddington) ; N. Hebblethwaite (Finchley) ; W. A. G. Herbert (Leyton) ; 
A. L. Hurley (Poplar); W. R. Johnson (Wood Green); F. P. Kidman 
(Leyton); Miss M. T. B. Manuel, F. W. H. May (Leyton); Miss B. 
Mitchell (London Union Catalogue) ; Miss D. Moody (Ealing, Greenford) ; 
H. T. J. O'Sullivan (Watford) ; Miss J. C. Peck (Leyton); Miss J. M. 
Peckham (Sutton and Cheam); J. D. Perry (Leyton); C. G. Reeves 
(N.C.L.) ; Miss M. E. Shaw (Sutton and Cheam); B. J. Showell (Green- 
wich) ; Miss G. S. Smith (Coulsdon) ; Miss V. M. Spackman (Leyton) ; 
Miss H. M. Stephens (Chiswick); H. J. S. Thomas (Coulsdon); Miss 
E. M. Topham (Finchley); R. G. Utting (Westminster) ; Miss J. Ware- 
ham (Croydon) ; Miss H. D. Whittley (St. Albans). 

Kent.—J. F. W. Bryon (Beckenham) ; R. G. Chaplin (Erith); A. L. 
Davies (Bexley); Miss E. D. Groves, Miss S. Hegarty (Kent County, 
Chislehurst) ; Mrs. M. W. Jeans (Kent County, Ashford) ; Miss J. Laurie 
(Kent County); A. W. McClelland (Penge); A. E. Mahoney (Kent 
County, Chislehurst); P. E. Morris (Bexley); P. M. de Paris (Kent 
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County, Tonbridge) Miss D. J. Wainscot (Kent County); Miss M. O. 
Webster (Kent County, Sidcup) ; Miss M. J. Wood (Kent County). 

Midland.—Miss W. F. Jackson (Willenhall); Miss C. H. Jefferies 
(Hereford) ; Miss H. R. Miller (Stoke) ; Miss B. M. Smith, Miss O. Tom- 
kinson (Birmingham). 

North-East.—Miss M. E. Duff (King’s College, Newcastle) ; Miss E. 
Graham (Whitehaven); J. B. Grainger (Stockton); J. Lace (Durham 
University) ; Miss J. McLean (Durham County, Billingham); Miss E. 
Moody (Wallsend) ; W. J. Plumbe (Durham County, Billingham); Miss 
E. Rush (Workington) ; Miss M. F. Samuel (Stockton); A. C. A. Smith 
(Newcastle) ; R. Thorogood (Durham County, Bishop Auckland) ; Miss 
M. J. White (King’s College, Newcastle). 

North-West——Miss M. Bowden (Lancs. County, Droylsden); J. 
Burrows (Lancs. County, Haydock); N. Forbes (Lancs. County, Urms- 
ton); Miss D. Mills (Salford) ; Miss E. Robinson (Liverpool University) ; 
Miss P. M. Turner (Liverpool) ; Miss A. Veaill, R. Worsnip (Wallasey). 

South Wales—H. E. Elliott (University College, Cardiff); Miss 
B. I. Evans, Miss H. Jones, Miss E. Richards (Llanelly); Miss K. M. 
Swancott (Penarth) ; D. West (Llanelly). 

Yorkshire.—Miss L. J. Allen (W. Riding, Ripon); Miss N. D. Arm- 
strong (Scarborough); Miss K. Bell (W. Riding County); Miss D. 
Caseldine (Rotherham) ; J. Colgan (Redcar); Miss D. L. Crossley (W. 
Riding County); Miss B. Hammond (Leeds); Miss M. Hebblethwaite 
(W. Riding, Honley) ; Miss E. M. Horseman, Miss M. Hoyle (W. Riding 
County) ; H. Moore (Redcar); Miss K. Stables, Miss N. E. Taylor (W. 
Riding County) ; H. L. Wardell (Scarborough). 


wea se” 


Correspondence 


Tue Setty Oak Co ireces Lisprary, 
BIRMINGHAM, 29. 
15th October, 1937. 
Tue Epitor, 
Tue Liprary ASSISTANT. 
Sir,— 

Mr. Halliday’s comment on Bliss’s Organization of knowledge in the 
September number of Tue Assistant, coming with the authority of the 
inaugural article of what is clearly destined to be an important series, is 
unfortunately one-sided and may prove misleading. Mr. Halliday says 
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that he is very sure of his opinion; but it should not be overlooked that 
there is another opinion, of which those who hold it are equally sure. It 
is true, of course, that Bliss is not, and does not profess to be, a text-book 
in the strict sense of the word; it is arguable that it is an essential pre- 
liminary to any text-book of classification. Detailed knowledge, practical 
experience, and perhaps some skill in rule of thumb, are all necessary to the 
complete classifier; but where, except in Bliss’s book, will he find an 
unconfused statement of the principles which he will need to relate those 
things? It is, no doubt, a difficult book, but its difficulties are those 
inherent in the subject ; the student cannot evade them, and nowhere else 
will be find such sure guidance through them. 

I write from a somewhat extensive experience in the art of classifying 
books, but none in the quite distinct art of passing examinations in classifica- 
tion; it must be recognized that my remarks are confined to the former, 
and cannot compete with the special knowledge of experts in the latter. 

Yours, etc. 
G. WoLepcE. 


58 Watton Roap, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
Tue Epitor, 30th October, 1937. 
Tue Liprary AsSISTANT. 
Sir,— 


As one who has twice failed the Intermediate Examination, per- 
haps I might be adjudged sufficiently disgruntled to express myself with 
the acerbity which seems necessary to a statement of opinion on the subject. 

I am a little disconcerted by the peculiar cynicism which prevails among 
several of my acquaintance who have passed the examination. It seems 
that they passed, not by any special effort before the last of their several 
attempts, but rather, they imply, that they had dwelt their due season in the 
country of the chronically unsuccessful, and “ it was about time ” that they 
were received into the glorious company of the unconscionably qualified— 
and I can vouchsafe that they certainly did no special research before they 
were successful. Moreover, a “ curious opinion ” is widely current—that 
“ they ” (the Inquisition) “‘ never pass you the first time,” spoken gloomily, 
with great shaking of head. Lastly, it surprises me to learn that a profession 
which attracts students, and lovers of books, as librarianship does, should 
yet, apparently, have such an intellectually negligible body of junior 
members. Unwilling as I am to believe this, I am yet not prepared to 
attribute it enzirely to an over-stringent examination system, but rather to 
some fault in the methods of study (and, it may be, instruction), or, more 
likely, in the,contents and distribution of the necessary text-books. A 
contributory cause may rest in certain ambiguities in the syllabus and in the 
text-books. 
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I hope that Mr. Halliday is successful in his attempt to remove or make 
clear these difficulties. In particular I should welcome some authoritative 
information about prospectus cataloguing—what, for example, is the title- 
page of a prospectus? Is obviously advertising matter a part of the title 
ornot? Isa prospectus regarded as a book, or is it regarded as a representa- 
tion of a book, which itself may be different? Is a prospectus to be cata- 
logued as it stands, or is what the examinee knows on his own account to 
beused? If he is asked to catalogue a prospectus of the life of the Duke of 
Marlborough, and knows the Duke’s family name, is he supposed to enter 
under this latter, though it does not appear on the prospectus ? 

Mr. Halliday says that students “ prove themselves incapable of private 
study.” I should like to qualify this. There are (for the present purpose) 
two ways of being incapable. One is mental incapacity, and the other is 
incapacity through lack of means. It is no good being given sections to 
read from five books in a certain order if the books are not available in that 
order, or if they are not immediately available, or if they will not be available 
for six months. Some of the books on the syllabus seem only obtainable 
by going to prohibitive expense. Some of them are only to be had for a 
month at a time, at the wrong time. Some of them are out of print. The 
only way to make sure of being able to read certain sections from certain 
books at certain times is to possess oneself of the books. Is it assumed 
that students getting a wage of £3 a week, say (just sy), to support them- 
selves can afford an expenditure of £10 on books which will only have a 
temporary interest? Perhaps it is assumed that all public libraries have 
these books on stock as a matter of course. This is unfortunately un- 
justified. 

This particular difficulty has always seemed to me one of the greatest 
obstacles to rational study. When I have myself found a book only inter- 
mittently available, I have endeavoured to get comprehensive notes on the 
whole book in the time at my disposal, with page references throughout, so 
that if asked to read certain pages at a certain time, I could read my notes. 
This method, besides some obvious advantages, has great disadvantages, 
particularly the time it takes to make notes on a book of 250 pages. It would 
be interesting to know if any thought has been given to the formation of a 
library in connexion with the correspondence courses—which should provide 
each student with a copy of the necessary books? Or if not a library, a 
form of union catalogue could be compiled, so that the whereabouts of some 
of the more recondite works would be made apparent. Where, for in- 
stance, can I see a copy of the Classification decimale universelle ? 


Yours sincerely, Roy Coopsr. 


[We welcome further correspondence on Mr. Cooper’s points, 
especially those of his last paragraph.—Hon. Ed.] 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (continued) 


print, and the results will be made known in the next issue. The 
Division will operate from 1st January, 1938, and programme arrange- 
ments for next year will be announced as soon as possible. 

The Inaugural Meeting of the 1938 session will be held on Wednesday, 
12th January, and will be addressed by Professor H. J. Laski. Full details 
will be given in the January Lrsrary AssIsTANT. 

Will librarians and readers who have not already noticed the error, 
please note that Vaughan Wilkins’ Endless prelude, priced in last month’s 
Recommended Books at 12s. 6d., should have been tos. 6d. 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS 


(Section of the Library Association) 








B. kind invitation of the Chairman and 
Members of the City Museum and Libraries Committee the 


=- 


Forty-second Annual General Meeting of the Members of 
the Association of Assistant Librarians will be held at Leicester 
on Wednesday, 25th May, 1938. 


The meetings will be held in the Museum and 
Art Gallery building. Entrance from Hastings 
Street. 






























Proceedings ... 


11.30 a.m. 


I2 noon. 


I p.m. 


2.30 p.m. 


3 p-m. 


4-30 p.m. 


5-30 p.m. 


Business Meeting. Agenda: 


1. Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting 

2. Adoption of the Annual Report. 

3- Adoption of the Statement of Income and Expenditure. 
4- Vote of thanks to the retiring President. 


Presidential Address (A. R. Hewitt, Esq., Middle Temple 
Library). 


Lunch, by invitation of the Right Worshipful the Lord Mayor 
(Councillor Frank Acton, J.P.), at the Grand Hotel, 
Granby Street. 


Special Meeting to consider a statement submitted by the 
Council on the present relations between the L.A. and the 
A.A.L. [This statement is printed in the May issue of THE 
Lisrary ASSISTANT.] 


A paper will be read. Details are not yet available. 


Tea, by invitation of Alderman Charles Squire, Chairman of 
the Museums and Libraries Committee, and Councillor 
C. R. Keene, Chairman of the Libraries Sub-committee, in 
the Lord Mayor’s Rooms at the Museum and Art Gallery. 


Visits to places of interest : 
(a2) The Museum and Art Gallery. Members of the staff 
will act as guides. 
(4) The Central Libraries and the new St. Barnabas 
Branch. Members of the staff will give assistance. 
(c) The Roman Forum Site and the medieval Guildhall 
(under special guidance). 




















The Museum and Art Gallery is in the New Walk, less than five minutes’ 
walk from the L.MLS. railway station and about twenty minutes by tram from 
the L.N.E. station. Members arriving before the commencement of the 
proceedings are invited to visit the Central Libraries or the Museum and Art 
Gallery, both of which open at 10 a.m. All members who intend to be 
present must detach and complete the accompanying slip and send it to 
Dr. E. E. Lowe, The Reference Library, Bishop Street, Leicester, nor ater 
than 15th May, in order that the necessary arrangements may be made. 


(Surname first, in block letters, stating Mr., Mrs., or Miss) 


T hope to be present at the Annual Meeting at Leicester on Wednesday, 
25th May, 1938. 


I have pleasure in accepting (a) the invitation of the Lord Mayor to 
Lunch, and (6) the invitation of Alderman Charles Squire and Councillor 
C. R. Keene to Tea. 


(If you cannot accept both please strike out the one declined.) 


I wish to visit : 
(a) The Museum and Art Gallery. 
(6) The Central Libraries and the St. Barnabas Branch. 
(c) The Roman Forum Site and the Guildhall. 


(Strike out the two visits in which you do not propose to take part.) 


ee) 
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The Association of Assistant 
Librarians 


(Section of the Library Association) 





Fortyssecond Annual Report 
covering the period January—December 1937 
MemsersHip.—As in former years it is possible to record a gratifying increase 
in the membership of the Association, the total on 31st December, 1937, being 


3,012, a net increase of 389 on the figures for December 1936. 
The geographical distribution of the members is as follows: 


Full L.A. Transitional Total 


Honorary Fellows wee ae — 20 

Central Association . ‘ . 261 3 263 

Divisions : 
Devon and Cornwall , .  §0 — 50 
Eastern . i ‘ - $0 —_ $0 
East Midlands . ; , . 160 — 160 
Greater London : : . 749 27 776 
Kent ‘ : ; ; . ee I 119 
Midland . , ; : . 362 I 363 
North-Eastern . ‘ p . 167 30 197 
North-Western ‘ ; . 415 22 437 
South-Eastern . : 61 2 63 
South Wales and Monmouthshire 135 — 135 
South-Western. ; 82 2 84 
Yorkshire : ‘ ; . 247 48 295 


The decreases shown in the figures for the Central Association and the 
Midland Division arise from the formation of four new Divisions throughout 
the year, with a consequent re-distribution of the membership in the areas 
concerned. Transfer from transitional to full membership of the Library 
Association still continues, and of the total membership over 95 per cent. are 
full members of the Library Association. 
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FINANCE.—The accounts for the year 1937 again testify to the sound financial 
position of the Association. A larger balance than at the end of 1936 is mainly 
the result of an increased advance of capitation fees due from the Library 
Association in order to meet the cost of publications, some of this increase 
being unexpended. The effect of this arrangement will be to reduce the 
income for 1938 by a corresponding amount, but the position should have 
resumed normality by 1939. The higher cost of printing and distributing The 
Library Assistant is due to an increase in membership together with the effect 
of a general rise in costs in the printing trade. On the other hand, sub- 
scriptions to the journal have risen slightly. The inauguration of four new 
Divisions during the year is responsible for a rise in the payments to Divisions, 
and the corresponding increase of Divisional representatives on the Council 
accounts for the rise in the cost to the Association of travelling expenses of 
Councillors. The operation of the new rules will have the effect of increasing 
both these items during 1938. 

The value of the service rendered to students by the Association’s library 
has been well maintained by a steady annual expenditure on books. 

A large influx of students at the end of the year is responsible for a greater 
balance than is usual in the correspondence courses account, though a large 
part of this sum will be absorbed by expenditure on notebooks and wrappers 
early in 1938. The decision of the Library Association to postpone the opera- 
tion of the new syllabus of examinations enforced the discontinuance of courses 
already commenced for the new part of the Intermediate syllabus, and fees 
were returned to the students affected. The loss involved was borne by the 
Library Association and the A.A.L. (General Account) in equal proportions. 
The Council wishes to record its appreciation of this generous action by the 
Council of the Library Association. 


BENEVOLENT FuND.—The Fund continues in a sound condition, as shown 
by the statement of assets and liabilities given on page 35. No applications 
for grants were received during the year. The Council had under con- 
sideration at the end of the year a set of Rules for the administration of the 
fund, which will come into force during 1938. The Council again 
expresses the hope that donations will be forthcoming to supplement the 
small income from interest on savings and investments, and asks that members 
aware of necessitous cases will not hesitate to bring them to its notice. 


Lrprary.—The value of this phase of the Association’s work was once more 
apparent last year, during which 187 members borrowed 2,006 books from the 
library, an increase of 161 volumes over the previous year. 

Thirty-seven books were added and the Association now possesses a pro- 
fessional collection of over 700 volumes, a large proportion of which are in 
constant use. 

The Coungil investigated the question of starting a scheme by which 
students dl hire for long periods complete sets of text-books, especially 
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those in constant use, but it was found that it would prove too costly and 
would not really be to the students’ advantage. 

Once again the Council desires to place on record its appreciation of the 
kindness of Mr. L. J. Packington, Chief Librarian of Lambeth, in allowing the 
Association’s library to be housed at the Carnegie Library, Herne Hill Road, 
§.E.24. Sincere thanks are also due to Mr. Twaits for the efficient and 
enthusiastic manner in which he has discharged his duties as Hon. Librarian, 
and to Miss A. D. Nash, who has for several years ably undertaken these duties 
during Mr. Twaits’s absence. 


CORRESPONDENCE CoursEs.—During the year the Education and Libr: 
Committee has held six meetings, each with a lengthy agenda. Final adjust- 
ments and arrangements were made early in the year for the new courses 
made necessary by the L.A. Syllabus originally announced to come into force 
on Ist January, 1938. Students in these courses had actually commenced 
work when the suspension of the new syllabus was announced by the L.A. 
and the committee was obliged to abandon the new courses and make arrange- 
ments for tutors to revert to their previous courses and time-tables. Fees 
paid by students were refunded, this resulting in a charge, for tutors’ fees, 
of £90 17s. on the funds of this Association. As intimated in the para- 
graph on Finance, the Library Association generously agreed to bear half 
this loss. 

Further consideration was given to the question of Standard Minimum 
Courses, and Messrs. W. H. Phillips and H. A. Sharp were appointed Senior 
Tutors in Classification and Cataloguing respectively, with the object of 
collecting and collating the material preparatory to its being submitted to the 
panel of tutors in these subjects for comments and suggestions. Owing to the 
somewhat temporary nature of the present syllabus, it is unlikely that Standard 
Minimum Courses will be possible until after the details of the forthcoming 
L.A. syllabus are made known. 

The practice of scrutinizing carefully the questions set at the examinations 
has been continued, and at all times the committee endeavours to ensure that 
every student entering for a course receives satisfactory efficient assistance. 
To meet criticisms levelled against the courses, the committee has arranged for 
additional supervision by the course editors. During the year 573 applications 
for the full courses and 20s applications for the revision courses for the Inter- 
mediate Section were received. Entries for the full courses are less than last 
year, while those for the revision courses show an increase. This is no doubt 
due partly to the uncertainty regarding the syllabus and partly to the addi- 
tional oral classes which have been established in various parts of the country. 
As usual, a number of applications for courses were received from overseas 
students. 

The present panel of tutors and editors is as follows : 

Elementary.—Editor : Mr. R. D. Hilton Smith, F.L.A. (Deptford). Tutors: 
Mr. F. Barlow, F.L.A. (Croydon); Mr. J. H. E. Biggs, F.L.A. (Colne); Mr. 
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E. V. Corbett, F.L.A. (Mitcham); Mr. D. E. Coult, F.L.A. (Ilford); Mr. J). 
Dent, F.L.A. (Dover); Miss W. C. Donkin, F.L.A. (Newcastle); Mr. S. H. 
Horrocks, F.L.A. (Paddington); Mr. T. J. Kirkpatrick (Bradford) ; Mr. S. J. 
Marks, F.L.A. (Dumfries); Mr. W. A. Munford, B.Sc., F.L.A. (Dover); 
Mr. J. Revie, A.L.A. (Birmingham); Mr. F. A. Richards, F.L.A. (Hyde): 
Mr. V. H. Woods, A.L.A. (Birmingham). 

Intermediate, Part 1.—Editor: Mr. L. R. McColvin, F.L.A. (Hampstead). 
Tutors: Mr. H. J. Chandler, F.L.A. (Merton); Mr. D. H. Halliday, F.L.A. 
(Croydon); Mr. G. R. Micklewright, A.L.A. (Chesterfield); Mr. W. H. 
Phillips, F.L.A. (Dagenham) ; Mr. J. D. Reynolds, A.L.A. (Blyth); Mr. H. A. 
Sharp, F.L.A. (Croydon); Miss M. S. Taylor, M.A., F.L.A. (University 
College); Mr. A. J. Walford, M.A., F.L.A. (Lambeth) ; Mr. E. Wisker, F.L.A. 
(Gillingham). 

Intermediate, Part 2.—Editor: Mr. F. E. Sandry, F.L.A. (Edmonton). 
Tutors: Mr. C. H. Bird, A.L.A. (Birmingham) ; Mr. J. Cranshaw (Sheffield); 
Mr. W. B. Harris (Plymouth); Mr. F. McDonald, F.L.A. (Leeds); Mr. E. F. 
Patterson, A.L.A. (Newcastle); Mr. W. A. Phillips, F.L.A. (Liverpool); 
Mr. F. W. Smith, F.L.A. (Dewsbury); Mr. A. Strain (Glasgow). 

Final, Part 1.—Editor: Mr. G. P. Jones, B.A., A.L.A. (Stepney). Tutors: 
Mr. J. Hammond, F.L.A. (Manchester); Mr. A. Rennie (Gateshead); Mr. F. 
Seymour Smith, F.L.A. (Finchley). 

Final, Part 2.—Editor: Mr. K. G. Hunt, B.A., F.L.A. (Hammersmith). 
Tutors: Mr. J. C. Harrison, F.L.A. (Liverpool); Mr. W. S. Haugh, F.L.A. 
(Liverpool) ; Miss M. U. Robinson, M.A., F.L.A. (Alresford). 

Final, Part 3.—Editor: Mr. J. E. Walker, F.L.A. (Hendon). Tutors: 
Mr. C. M. Jackson, F.L.A. (Birmingham); Mr. E. Sellick, A.L.A. (Cardiff). 

The Council regrets to report that resignations have been received from 
Miss F. E. Wigley, a tutor in Final, Part 1, and from Mr. H. Woodbine, 
Section Editor br Final, Part 2, and desires to place on record its high apprecia- 
tion of their services. 

Mr. S. W. Martin has again been responsible for the administration of the 
courses and the Council is conscious of the debt which it owes to Mr. Martin 
for undertaking so cheerfully, and performing so efficiently, this laborious and 
exacting work. 


MontHLy Meerincs.—Details are given on page 22 of the usual programme 
of monthly meetings. In future years there will be no general monthly 
meeting, the Greater London Division now being responsible for the meetings 
to be held in the London area. The Council will, as hitherto, be responsible 
for the arrangements for the Inaugural Meeting, the Annual Meeting, and any 
Special General Meetings which may be required. 

At the Inaugural Meeting, on 13th January, at Chaucer House, Mr. Jack 
Jones, himself the author of several novels on South Wales, addressed the 
members og “ Novelists of the depression.” Brilliant, at times dramatic, 
delivery considerably enhanced the enjoyment of a penetrating, witty, but 
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at all times human analysis of the whole range of books having as their central 
theme some aspect of “ the Depression.” 

Three joint meetings have been held with the London and Home Counties 
Branch in continuance of the practice in former years. The meeting at West 
Ham was notable for the vigorous exposition and discussion of the merits and 
demerits of the Dickman charging system which arose from Mr. McDougall’s 
address. On the other hand, at Watford, the technicalities of the profession 
were forgotten and the members present plied Mr. Ashby with numerous 
questions on the essential differences between the German and British library 
systems. An unusual, but absorbingly interesting, subject was dealt with by 
Mr. Hickman at the third of our joint meetings. His clear, concise explana- 
tions of the technical processes involved in the reproduction of books by 
mechanical recording, coupled with his arguments on the psychology of the 
spoken word and its reception, severely jolted the complacency of those of 
us who had given little or no thought to the possible supersession of the 
printed book. 

The problems facing those who had to inaugurate a library service in a 
rapidly expanding area were outlined by Miss West at the Purley meeting, 
and the methods adopted there were described. At Isleworth, Mr. Willard 
presented an analysis of present-day reading, dividing this into three heads: 
(a) information, (b) recreation, and (c) culture. A somewhat similar theme 
was dealt with by Mr. Brown at the Barking meeting, when he deplored the 
lack of cultural background in most present-day institutions for the average 
man or woman, and wound up with a spirited attack on prevailing library 
practice. The session’s meetings pate =: with Mr. Wisker’s “ Running 
commentary ” on a variety of points of professional interest. 

Several of the meetings attracted large attendances, but others did not 
receive adequate support from the members, particularly when it is borne in 
mind that within the Metropolitan Area there are probably 800 members 
of the Association. The average attendance was slightly below that of last 
year, being 80 per meeting. 

The Association has again been the recipient of much kindness and assistance 
in the arranging of these meetings, and the Council wishes to record its grati- 
tude to the various speakers, the library authorities who have provided meeting- 
places, and to all those who have helped to make this session’s meetings so 
enjoyable. 


PusuicaTions.—The Library Assistant underwent a change of dress at the 
beginning of the year, which seems to have been well appreciated, and its 
circulation steadily increased till, by the end of the year, it was considerably in 
excess of 3,000 copies monthly. Unfortunately, uncertainty regarding the 
future imposed a policy of financial caution, which compelled the curtailment 
of the journal’s size for six months of the year. Despite this restriction, how- 
ever, a variety of stimulating articles was presented and well maintained the 
journal’s claim to be an invaluable forum for professional opinion, a claim 
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which is reinforced by the increased popularity of the correspondence pages for 
the airing of grievances, etc. The journal also proved to be of great value in 
disseminating the Council’s views on the matters at issue with the Library 
Association. The popularity of “ Scriptor’s ” Diary having waned, this feature 
was discontinued early in the year ; but Mr. Holliday’s Valuations have appeared 
regularly and continue to meet with great appreciation. A long correspond- 
ence in the journal indicated the need for a regular discussion of Student; 
problems, so a new feature under this title was started in the autumn under Mr. 
D. H. Halliday’s capable guidance, and has been warmly welcomed. 

Recommended books continued, on the critical side, to maintain its original 
high standards in the hands of Mr. F. M. Gardner. But the meagre financial 
support accorded to it by most of the small libraries, which it was designed to 
help, led towards the end of the year to the consideration of plans for altering 
its scope and format. These plans have not yet been put into effect, so it is 
too soon to do more than indicate that if they do not meet with wider accept- 
ance, the whole venture must be abandoned. Even if this comes to pass, there 
is some consolation to be found in the fact that other bodies are adopting for 
analogous lists the co-operative idea which Mr. Gardner and his coadjutors 
have so unselfishly pioneered, with scant encouragement but the idea for a 
reward. 

The only other publication of the year was Mr. W. H. Phillips’s Primer of 
book classification, which met with well-merited success. In the short three 
months between its publication and the end of the year nearly 900 copies were 
sold, due partly, no doubt, to the ridiculously low price, which was only made 
possible because Mr. Phillips generously forwent his royalty and Mr. Martin 
undertook the distribution gratis. Students are greatly in their debt, and on 
their behalf the Council records its appreciation for their services. 

The Council also tenders its thanks to all who have helped in the production 
of The Library Assistant and Recommended books, and to Mr. A. B. Craven for 
preparing the index to the 1937 volume of the journal. 


OFFICERS AND Councit.—During the year five Council meetings and nine- 
teen Committee meetings have been held. A record of the attendances at 
these meetings is printed on page 28. 

There can have been few former Annual Reports which had to record the 
retirement from the Council of four Past Presidents of the Association. Various 
circumstances have combined to deprive us of the services of Messrs. Cooper, 
Jones, and Sellick at the end of 1937, while Mr. Hurford retired from the 
Council on resigning his position as Hon. Secretary of the North-Eastern 
Division early in the year. An appreciation of the invaluable services 
rendered to the Association by Mr. Gurner P. Jones appeared in the January, 
1938, issue of The Library Assistant. In recognition of the debt which the 
Association owes to Mr. Jones for his eighteen years’ service on the Council, 
especially the ten years during which he was our Hon. Secretary, the Council 
decided unanimously to elect him an Honorary Fellow of the Association. 
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For many years the representative of the North-Eastern Division, Mr. Hurford 
rendered enthusiastic service to the Association, both locally and nationally. 
He takes with him in his retirement from Council affairs our sincere thanks and 
kind remembrances. Appreciation of the work of Mr. Cooper, affectionately 
known as the “ Father of the Council,” would require a great deal more space 
than is available in an annual report. As Treasurer, Vice-President, and 
President he served us well. Those of us who worked with him for many 
years came to appreciate highly the whole-hearted, self-effacing manner in 
which he undertook the duties required ofhim. One of the pioneer members 
in the South Wales Division, Mr. Sellick’s services to the Council as member, 
Vice-President, and President are sufficiently well known to require no citation 
here. The Association will doubtless have the benefit of the services of Mr. 
Sellick again in the future. After several years’ membership Mr. Burgess and 
Mr. Davies have also retired from the Council. To them also our best thanks 
are due. 


Tue Lisrary AssoctatTion.—At the commencement of the year it seemed 
likely that our connexion with the Library Association would cease on 
31st December, 1937. Members will recollect that the Library Association 
had given notice of its intention to terminate the 1929 Agreement between the 
L.A. and the A.A.L. on that date. It was obviously the duty of the Council 
to consider carefully the position which would arise with the termination of 
the Agreement. Having consulted the various Divisional committees, the 
Council submitted a motion, providing for the continuance of the A.A.L. 
as an independent organization in the event of the termination of the Agree- 
ment with the L.A., to the members at the Annual Meeting. This motion 
was adopted by 779 votes to 89. Subsequently the Library Association 
baertiene its previous decision to terminate the 1929 Agreement and decided to 
continue that Agreement for three years as from 1st January, 1938, unless 
terminated previously by mutual consent or in accordance with the L.A. 
Bye-laws. At the same time, it was decided to set up a representative com- 
mittee to review afresh the question of the reorganization of the L.A. In 
view of these decisions, the Council followed the instructions of the Annual 
Meeting and did not proceed with the proposal for the reconstitution of the 
A.A.L. as an por ade body. It is to be hoped that the work of this new 
reorganization committee will provide a solution of the present difficulties 
between this Association and the Library Association. 


Drvisions.—Four new divisions were inaugurated during the year. Devon 
and Cornwall are now served by a Division covering those two counties. 
Though the membership of this Division is necessarily small, it is very active, 
has already organized several meetings, proposes to publish a Divisional 
magazine, and undoubtedly is meeting with enthusiastic acceptance by the 
members there. Kent, a county of rapid expansion in library services, now 
has a virile Division of the Association, one of the first tasks of the Division 
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being a census of professional text-books in the area. A Division has also 
been set up in the East Midlands, to serve the counties of Leicester, Notting- 
ham, Derby, Lincoln, and Northampton. With several large library systems 
within its area there seems no reason why this new Division should not become 
soon one of our most active and successful units. Following on the revision 
of the Association’s Rules, it was decided to create a Division to serve the 
Greater London area, a long-overdue provision for the benefit of our Metro- 
politan members. This Division will undertake the organization of the 
monthly meetings formerly arranged by the Council. 

A number of Divisions have revised their Divisional Rules during the year. 
Consideration is now being given to a proposal to divide the present North- 
Western Division into two areas, each being a Division of the Association. 


Tue Furure.—Perusal of the previous paragraphs will have shown that 
several factors have influenced the work of the Association during the year. 
The renewal of the Agreement with the Library Association ensured the con- 
tinued functioning of the Association under the existing conditions. Arising 
therefrom it was possible to proceed with long contemplated expansions of 
our Divisional organization and also necessary revision of our Rules. The 
renewal of the 1929 Agreement does not mean that as an Association we need 
mark time. Rather does it afford opportunity for the further development of 
our organization so that when the time comes to give effect to the projected 
reorganization of the Library Association, suitable and efficient machinery 
shall exist to facilitate this work. 

Much still remains to be done. Divisional activities should be co- 
ordinated and the Divisional areas reviewed so that every library assistant is 
included within the area of a Division, and is able to participate in the work of 
one of our local units. The future is pregnant with possibilities, and it behoves 
every member to ensure, by loyalty to the Association and active participation 
in its activities, that these possibilities are realized. 

On behalf of the Council, 
Exus SevwicK, President. 
James Reviz, Hon. Secretary. 
Public Library, 
Yardley Wood, 
Birmingham, 14. 
2nd March, 1938. 
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Divisional Annual Reports 


DEVON AND CORNWALL DIVISION 


The Division was formed in July 1937. Though members are scattered 
over a large area, many being in small country towns, and the difficulty of 
distance is a serious one, made worse by extremely bad train connexions, the 
attendances at the Inaugural Meeting in July and i first Divisional Meeting 
in October show that the keenness of members in the isolated districts is 
more than sufficient to justify the inauguration of the Division. 

Membership.—The number of registered members at 31st December was 50. 

Officers and Committee—At the Inaugural Meeting of the Division in July 
1937 the following officers and committee were elected: 

Chairman: Mr. C. Harris (Exeter). 

Vice-Chairman : Miss D. Drake (N. Devon Atheneum, Barnstaple). 

Hon. Secretary-Treasurer: Mr. W. Best Harris (Plymouth). 

Committee : Miss M. Singlez (Plymouth) ; Messrs. J. R. Bennetts (Cornwall 
County); R. Ley (Exeter); I. W. J. Snook (Devon County). Five 
vacancies to be filled by members from other libraries. 

Meetings—The Inaugural Meeting was held on 7th July and the first 

Divisional Meeting on 6th October, 1937. 

Finance.—A nominal grant of £2 was made to the Division for the year 
1937. Of this amount there was a balance in hand of 12s. 10}d. at 31st 
December. 

Magazine.—At the meeting on 6th October it was decided to issue a 
Divisional Magazine. Messrs. C. Harris, R. Ley, and H. R. J. Boulter were 
appointed the Editorial Sub-Committee. The magazine will be published 
quarterly under the name of Dacaal, and is obtainable at the subscription rate 
of 1s. 6d. per annum, post free. 


EASTERN DIVISION 


The usual three meetings have been held, each at a different Library within 
the area, and these have been well attended by members from Norwich, 
Ipswich, Lowestoft, Great Yarmouth, and the County Libraries of Norfolk 
and Suffolk, despite the fact that distance and differing early closing days 
create difficulties for those who would attend meetings. 

Membership tends to increase, and members continue to show interest in 
the affairs of the Association. Two delegates were sent to the Annual Meeting 
at Cardiff in June. 
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The results of the Annual Election of Officers were as follows: 

Chairman: Mr. B. H. Smith, F.L.A. (Norwich). 

Divisional Representative : Miss D. M. White, F.L.A. (Ipswich). 

Hon. Secretary : Miss B. Turner, F.L.A. (Ipswich). 

Hon. Treasurer : Miss 1. Gale (Lowestoft). 

Committee: Miss M. Alexander, F.L.A. (Norwich), Miss O. Eastoe and 
Mr. W. T. Golding (Yarmouth), Miss B. Grieve and Miss K. M. 
Sharkey, F.L.A. (Lowestoft), and Miss J. Hill (Ipswich). 

The Hon. Treasurer reported that the finances of the Division were in a 

satisfactory condition. 


EAST MIDLANDS DIVISION 


Membership.—Since the formation of the Division in July 1937 the member- 
ship has risen from 127 to 160. 

Officers and Committee —At the meeting held in Nottingham on 15th July, 
the following were elected : 

Chairman: Mr. H. Jolliffe (Leicester). 

Hon. Secretary: Miss E. A. Harrison (Nottingham). 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. W. R. McClelland (Nottingham). 

Committee : Mr. F. Baines (Newark), Mr. J. Hobbs (Derby), Mr. L. Neal 
(Leicester), Miss A. Nicholson (Derby County), Miss M. Northrop 
(Nottingham), Miss E. Reason (Nottingham), Miss M. Seeds (Notting- 
ham), Miss M. Smith (Lincoln), and Miss C. L. Wright (Leicester). 

Committee.—The Committee has met five times during the period of July 
1937 to December 1937; attention has been mainly concentrated upon the 
adjustment of Rules and formal business necessary to the organization of a 
new Division. Four of the Committee Meetings have been held in Notting- 
ham, and the Committee sincerely thanks Mr. Duncan Gray, F.L.A., City 
Librarian, Nottingham, for the facilities which he has provided for holding 
these meetings. 

Meetings.—During the period under review only one General Meeting of the 
Division has been held; this took place at Nottingham on Thursday, 14th 
October, when there was an attendance of 51 members. After a short 
business meeting, during which the Rules of the Division were submitted and 
passed, papers were given by Mr. J. Sherwood (Mansfield) on “‘ Demos, 
discrimination, and ourselves,” and by Mr. W. R. McClelland (Nottingham) 
on “ Rationalization.” 

With so large an area and so strong a membership, the East Midlands 
Division should prove an active and progressive one. It is deemed an honour 
that the Annual General Meeting of the A.A.L. is to be held within our area in 
May 1938. 


GREATER LONDON DIVISION 


Arising from the revision of the Rules of the A.A.L., a Division to cover 
Metropolitan London and the counties of Essex, Hertfordshire, Middlesex, 
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and Surrey was organized, and will undertake the normal Divisional duties in 
this area as from Ist January, 1938. An election for Officers and Committee 
was held in November 1937, with the following result: 

Chairman: Mr. F. Seymour Smith (Finchley). 

Hon. Secretary: Mr. S. C. Holliday (Hackney). 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. H. K. Bristow (Lford). 

Committee : Messrs. S. G. Berriman (Chingford, Essex County), R. Cooper 
(Battersea), E. V. Corbett (Mitcham), the Misses E. M. Exley (St. 
Marylebone) and S. T. P. Jacka (Hornsey), Messrs. S. W. Martin 
(Lambeth), W. H. Phillips and W. C. Pugsley (Dagenham), W. B. 
Stevenson (Hornsey), and A. J. Wells (Ilford). 

The membership on 31st December, 1937, was 776. 


KENT DIVISION 
Membership.—119. 
Officers and Committee-—The Officers and Committee, appointed for 1937 
and 1938, were: 
Chairman: Mr. W. A. Munford, B.Sc., F.L.A. (Dover). 
Vice-Chairman : Mr. R. Howarth, A.L.A. (Folkestone). 
Hon. Secretary-Treasurer : Mr. J. Dent, F.L.A. (Dover). 
Committee : General Members.—Mr. J. E. V. Birch, A.L.A. (Tonbridge, 
Kent County), Miss F. E. B. Cook, M.A., F.L.A. (Kent County), 
Miss I. F. Jackson, F.L.A. (Deal, Kent County), Miss A. Pickles, F.L.A. 
(Orpington, Kent County), and Mr. A. H. Watkins, F.L.A. (Bromley). 

Regional Representatives : South-East—Miss M. E. Barty, A.L.A. (Deal, 
Kent County). North-East—Mr. H. J. Routley, A.L.A. (Margate). 
Central—Mr. P. Southall (Maidstone). North-West—Miss M. D. 
Liggett, B.A. (Gillingham, Kent County). West—Mr. E. A. Wells 
(Bromley). 

Miss Barty and Mr. Wells left in October to take up new appointments, 
and the vacancies were filled by Miss I. B. Grant, of Folkestone (returned 
unopposed) and Mr. F. C. Pritchard, F.L.A., of Crayford, Kent County 
(elected by ballot of members in the Western Area). 

The Committee met four times during the half-year. 

Meetings.—Since the Inaugural Meeting at Canterbury in June, four meet- 
ings have been held, with an average attendance of 32. 

Other Activities—On the instructions of the Committee, a census of profes- 
sional text-books in Kent libraries was taken during the latter part of 1937. 
A joint list will be circulated to participating libraries early in 1938. 

The Committee has obtained provisional approval for the establishment of 
an examination centre at Canterbury; the centre will be held, in the first 
instance, for an experimental period of one year. 

Finances.—The balance sheet shows a deficit of 1s. 2d., due to non-recurrent 
expenses connected with the formation of the Division. 
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Acknowledgments —The Committee desires to record its appreciation of 
the co-operation of Mr. H. T. Mead, Librarian of Canterbury, in connexion 
with the Inaugural Meeting and the formation of an examination centre; 
and of the speakers and hosts who have ensured the success of the various 
meetings. 


MIDLAND DIVISION 


Membership.—During the year, and excluding the transfer mentioned below, 
the membership has risen from 403 to 439, showing an increase of 36 on the 
figure for last year. Resignations numbered 23, and 7 members moved to 
other Divisions. 

From the end of the year all members of the Midland Division in Derby- 
shire, Leicestershire, and Northamptonshire, numbering 76 in all, are to be 
transferred to the register of the East Midland Division, which, from its 
inauguration on 15th July, included these counties in its area. 

The loss to the Division, through the severance of their connexions with it, 
of members who have in the past rendered valuable services, will be great, 
and the Division owes them a great debt for the part they have taken in its 
work. 

Officers and Committee —At the Annual Meeting held on 27th January, 1937, 
the results of the election of Officers and Committee for the year were reported 
as follows : 

Chairman : Miss C. L. Wright (Leicester). 

Vice-Chairman : Miss A. G. Lynes (Coventry). 

Hon. Secretary: Mr. E. E. Burke (Birmingham). 

Hon. Assistant Secretary : Mr. W. Pearson (Birmingham). 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. C. Parish (Birmingham). 

Hon. Auditor: Mr. C. M. oe (Birmingham). 

Committee: Misses M. G. Baker (Birmingham) and C. E. Roscoe 
(Coventry); Messrs. F. J. Patrick (Birmingham), H. Woodbine 
(Birmingham), and V. Woods (Birmingham). 

Co-opted Member : Mr. F. N. Reed (Wolverhampton). 

It was with regret that the Committee received the resignation of Mr. 
Reed in April on his withdrawal from the profession. The vacancy thus 
created remained unfilled until the end of the year. 

The Committee met six times during the year for the discussion of matters 
affecting the Division. Subjects that occurred included professional education 
and the L.A. examinations, the developments in the negotiations for amalgama- 
tion between L.A. and A.A.L., and the new constitution and rules of the 
A.ALL. 

Meetings.—During the year a very full and successful programme of local 
meetings has again been carried out by the Joint Committee of this Division 
and the Birmingham and District Branch of the L.A. 

Educational Activities —The Division has provided four tutors for corre- 
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spondence courses, and 85 members of the Division were successful in the 
L.A. Examinations of December 1936 and May 1937. 

Magazine.—The Editor of Open Access (Mr. C. Parish), in reviewing the 
year, states that: “It is with very great pleasure that the Magazine Sub- 
Committee reports a successful year’s work. The Divisional Committee 
increased its grant to the magazine from £3 to £4. Three numbers appeared 
during the year. Two hundred copies of the first and second numbers were 
produced, and it was decided to increase the issue of the third number to 250. 
The Committee was encouraged to make this increase by the fact that support 
has been more freely given to the magazine during the past year. Open 
Access has also continued to attract favourable notice in other professional 
journals, and the Committee hope that it will be found possible to issue four 
numbers during 1938, each consisting of 250 copies.” 

Social Events.—A very successful Social Evening was held jointly with the 
Birmingham and District Branch of the L.A. on 7th January. The usual 
programme of rambles was again carried out under the leadership of Miss 
Weston. 

L.A. Conference, 1937.—The Division was represented at the Annual 
Conference of the Library Association at Scarborough by the Chairman, 
Miss C. L. Wright. 

A.A.L. Publications—During the session the publications of the A.A.L. 
have again been available from the Hon. Secretary. 

Joint Committee —The Divisional Committee elected the following repre- 
sentatives to the Joint Committee of Branch and Division: The Chairman 
(Miss C. L. Wright); Hon. Secretary (Mr. E. E. Burke); Hon. Treasurer 
(Mr. C. Parish); Miss M. G. Baker; Messrs. F. J. Patrick and V. Woods. 

Summer School of Librarianship—The Eighth Summer School was held 
under Joint Committee auspices in Birmingham during the period 16th to 
28th August, and was a greater success than ever before. One hundred and 
seventy-five students registered. The lecturers included eight members of 
the Division, and Miss Weston acted as Secretary. 

Finance.—The 1937 balance sheet again demonstrates the saving in expense 
noted in previous reports due to co-operation with the Birmingham and 
District Branch of the L.A. 


NORTH-EASTERN DIVISION 


Membership.—The total ——— of the Division is 197, an increase of 
63 on last year’s figure; of this total 167 are full members of the Library 


Association and 30 are transitional members. A Register of members has 
now been compiled and it would be of considerable assistance to the Hon. 
Secretary if he were notified promptly of any changes among the staffs of the 
various libraries. 

Officers and Committee—The Officers and Committee during the period 
have been: 
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Chairman: Miss W. C. Donkin, F.L.A. 
Vice-Chairman : W.M. Martin, F.L.A. 

Hon. Treasurer: Miss M. L. Coatsworth. 

Hon. Educational Secretary: E. F. Patterson, A.L.A. 

Hon. Secretary: G. S. D. Lindsay, A.L.A. 

Committee: Miss C. Ellis, W. E. Hurford, A.L.A., Miss I. Little, B.A., 

F.L.A., Miss M. Lovell, B.A., F.L.A., R. Muris, A. Rennie, J. S. 
Swan, and Miss D. Thompson, F.L.A. 

Co-opted Member: E. F. Ferry. 

Five meetings of the Committee have been held with an average attendance 
of ten. 

Junior Committee —With a view to ascertaining the capabilities of juniors 
from which future officers and members of the Divisional Committee could 
be recruited, and at the same time stimulate interest in the Association among 
juniors and new members, an experimental committee, subordinate to the 
Divisional Committee, and composed solely of junior members of the Division, 
was formed. To give these members actual experience of committee work 
they were given the opportunity of running the ordinary Divisional Meetings 
for one year. The members elected to this Committee were: Misses Ferrow, 
Schaeffer, Scurfield, and Young, and Messrs. Davison, Donnelly, Ferry, King, 
Oldfield, and Rodham. Two different members of the Junior Committee 
were elected to serve as officers for each meeting and the following served in 
this capacity during the year: Misses Schaeffer and Young, and Messrs. 
Donnelly, Ferry, King, and Rodham. 

Meetings and Social Events.—During the year the following meetings and 
social events have been held: 

roth February. Whist Drive and Dance at Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

24th March. Annual Meeting at the Literary and Philosophical 
Society, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

30th June. Summer Meeting at Durham University. 

22nd September. Meeting at Sunderland Public Library. 

24th November. Whist Drive and Dance at Low Fell. 

Educational Activities—A sufficient number of applications was received to 
enable oral classes to be resumed for the Elementary and Intermediate Sections. 
The classes commenced in October and will end in April 1938. Miss W. C. 
Donkin is conducting a class of four students for the Elementary Examination, 
Mr. J. D. Reynolds a class of five students in Classification, and Mr. E. F. 
Patterson a class of four students in Cataloguing. 

Finance.—The finances of the Division are in a very satisfactory condition, 
the Hon. Treasurer reporting a balance in hand of £37 1s. 7d. 

Presentation to Mr. W. E. Hurford.—After many years as the Hon. Secretary 
of the Division, Mr. W. E. Hurford intimated at the beginning of the year 
that he was not offering himself for re-election, and opportunity was taken by 
members to present to him at the Durham Meeting a Gunn Sectional Bookcase 
as a token of esteem and in appreciation of his services. 
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Divisional Constitution and Rules.—A Divisional Constitution has been drawn 
up, and during the period under review has been used as a guide in running 
the Division. The actual working of the Constitution has indicated a few 
possible improvements. 

Divisional Representative——The Hon. Secretary (Mr. G. S. D. Lindsay) has 
represented the Division on the Council of the A.A.L. 


NORTH-WESTERN DIVISION 


Membership.—The membership now stands at 437, of whom 22 are still 
transitional members. 
Meetings.—The following meetings have been held jointly with the N.W. 
Branch of the Library Association : 
2oth January. Preston. 
14th April. Burnley. 
24th June. Bootle. 
20th October. Accrington. 
Meetings were also held by the Liverpool and District Branch as follows: 
12th March. Wallasey. 
oth April. Waterloo. 
gth October. Chester. 
19th November. Liverpool. 
At the L.A. Conference at Scarborough a paper was read by Mr. J. C. 
Harrison, F.L.A. 
Education.—The following classes were held by the Liverpool and District 
Branch at Liverpool: 


SUBJECT TUTOR No. oF STUDENTS 
Elementary Miss F. M. Lythgoe, F.L.A. 20 
Intermediate, Part 1 Mr. A. Hardman, F.L.A. 16 
Intermediate, Part 2 Mr. R. Bioletti, A.L.A. 19 


At the Annual Meeting, held at Manchester on 3rd February, 1937, the 

following officers were elected: 

President : Mr. A. Dow, F.L.A. (Coatbridge, formerly of Bolton). 

Honorary Secretary: Mr. J. A. Cartledge (Manchester). 

Honorary Treasurer: Mr. H. Hamer, F.L.A. (Bolton). 

Committee : Bolton District—Misses Leighton and H. McGill; Messrs. L. L. 
Ardern, A. C. Fairhurst, H. Fostall, W. G. Fry, S. Horrocks, A. 
Thompson, and J. Hammond. Liverpool District—Misses F. M. Lythgoe 
and B. H. Thomas; Messrs. R. Bioletti, J. C. Harrison, W. S. Haugh, 
T. E. Headon, F. Higenbottam, B. A. Hopson, and E. W. Moxey. 


SOUTH-EASTERN DIVISION 
Membership.—The total membership of the Division is now 63. 
Meetings.—The following meetings have been held: 
20th January, at Brighton; 7th April, at Worthing; 20th October, at 
Lewes. 
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The Summer Meeting was held at Poynings on 30th June, and was very 
much enjoyed in spite of the inclement weather. In the afternoon indoor 
games were played, and after tea a cricket match took place, a new innovation 
which proved a great success. 

Officers and Committee. —The officers and committee during the period have 
been: 

Chairman : Mr. H. Wilson, F.L.A. (Lewes). 

Hon. Secretary-Treasurer : Miss G. Dean (Worthing). 

Hon. Auditors: Miss K. Mardell (Brighton), Miss E. Young (Brighton). 

Committee: Miss E. Young (Brighton), Mr. A. Hamblyn (Eastbourne), 

Miss E. Chesterman (Hastings), Miss E. Talmey (Hove), Mr. G. 
Trower (Lewes), Mr. R. Rowsell (East Sussex), Mr. F. J. Chapman 
(West Sussex), and Miss W. Fox (Worthing). 

Finance.—The Hon. Treasurer reports a balance in hand of £10 2s. sd. 

It is with deep regret that the Committee has to record the passing of three 
members this year. On 1st March, Mr. H. A. Twort, County Librarian, 
West Sussex, died. He always took a great interest in the Division, speaking 
on many occasions, when his sincerity, his inherent modesty, and his quiet 
humour impressed all who knew him. Mr. Arthur Webb, Sub-Librarian, 
Brighton, died in July after a long and trying illness. He served the South- 
Eastern Division well for over twenty-five years, first as Hon. Secretary, and 
afterwards as Chairman. In 1928 he was elected to the highest position in 
the A.A.L., the Presidency. Miss N. Saunders, a junior member of the 
Worthing Public Library, died at a very early age last March. 

Miss G. Dean, Worthing, has been re-elected as Divisional representative 
on the Council of the Association. Mr. R. Rowsell, Lewes, was the official 
representative of the Division at the Annual Meeting at Cardiff in June. 

The Committee wishes once again to place on record its sincere gratitude 
to everyone who has contributed to the success of the year’s meetings, to the 
speakers, to the Chief Librarians who have welcomed the Division at various 
places, and given such liberal hospitality, and to the staffs who have produced 
those very welcome refreshments before the train journey back. 


SOUTH WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE DIVISION 
Membership.—135, an increase of 17 on 1936 figures. 


Officers and Committee.—The Officers and Committee for the year were as 
follows : 

Chairman : Miss A. Edams. 

Vice-Chairman: A. E. Sleight, F.L.A. 

Immediate Past Chairman : E. Sellick. 

Hon. Secretary : W. J. Collett. 

Hon. Treasurer: L. M. Rees. 

Assistant Hon. Secretary : W. J. Skillern. 
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Committee : Cardiff—Miss D. Price, Messrs. T. J. Bibey, K. Davies, C. 
Sexton, F.L.A.; Newport—Miss I. H. Jones, F.L.A. ; Swansea—Mr. D. E. 
J. Davies; Other Libraries—Miss R. M. Sprague, Mr. D. G. Williams. 
Co-opted Member : R. Norman, F.L.A. 

The Divisional Committee met five times, while a number of Sub-Com- 
mittees have also been held. 

General.—With Mr. E. Sellick as President of the Association, and the 
holding of the Annual General Meeting of the Association in Cardiff in June, 
the Division has enjoyed a very good year. Interest has been sustained, as 
evidenced by the increased membership, and the smaller libraries have been 
active in Divisional affairs. 

Meetings.—Four meetings have been held, and a Divisional Dance. The 
Annual General Meeting in December was attended by sixty-four members, 
who enjoyed a social meeting afterwards. Owing to unforeseen circumstances 
two meetings had to be cancelled. 

Educational—The most important work has been the preparation of a 
scheme to aid the assistants in small and county libraries in studying for the 
Bibliography section of the Final Examination. 

Publicity—A Joint Committee has been set up with the Welsh Branch of 
the L.A. to consider Library Publicity. Miss R. M. Sprague has been respon- 
sible for some fine work on this subject. 

Finance.—Balance carried forward to 1938 was £1 19s. 6d. Expenses of 
meetings were again heavy, while on the income side the Hon. Treasurer was 
pleased to receive £6 5s. 11d., the proceeds of the dance and a competition. 


SOUTH-WESTERN DIVISION 


Membership—The membership of the Division is now 84. This consists 
of 82 Full members and 2 Transitional members. 

Officers and Committee : 

Chairman : Mr. A. LI. Carver (Portsmouth). 

Hon. Secretary : Mr. L. E. Ives (Bournemouth). 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. R. C. Wright (Bournemouth). 

Committee: Mr. J. G. Olle (Portsmouth), Mr. K. White (Bournemouth), 
Mr. C. P. Billot (Southampton), Miss E. Webb (Winchester), Mr. J. E. 
Hoskins (Eastleigh), Mr. H. Johnstone (Poole), and Miss M. Dingle 
(Gosport). 

Hon. Auditors : Messrs. J. Austin and G. E. White. 

Finance.—The balance in hand for future working is £16 1s. 74d., an increase 
on last year’s balance of 4s. 54d. The Committee regards the present financial 
position as extremely satisfactory. 

Meetings.—In order to bring the Annual Meeting in line with the other 
Divisions the Committee had to shorten the year’s programme to five meetings, 
the average attendance being 23 members at each meeting. 
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YORKSHIRE DIVISION 


Membership.—The total number of members is now 295, compared with 290 
last year. 

Officers and Committee.—The Officers and Committee elected for 1937 were: 

President: Mr. J. T. Gillett, F.L.A. (Leeds). 

Vice-Presidents: Messrs. H. Bateson (Leeds), S. A. Firth (Sheffield), F. Haigh 
(Halifax), H. W. Marr (Sheffield), G. W. Strother (Leeds). 

Hon. Secretary: Miss E. F. Wragg, A.L.A. (West Riding County). 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. W. Procter (Leeds). 

Committee: Miss D. Hancock, F.L.A. (Sheffield), Miss E. A. Richardson 
(West Riding County), Miss L. A. Wray (Leeds), Messrs. H. H. 
Howarth (Scarborough), R. F. Drewery, F.L.A. (Hull), F. E. Cron- 
shaw, F.L.A. (Sheffield), F. W. Smith, F.L.A. (Dewsbury), F. N. 
Macdonald, F.L.A. (Leeds), J. Bebbington, F.L.A. (Leeds), T. J. Kirk- 
patrick (Bradford), R. C. Sayell, F.L.A. (Wakefield), J. H. L. German, 
F.L.A. (York). 

Miss E. A. Richardson subsequently resigned, and her place was taken by 

Mr. C. Bennett, F.L.A. (Huddersfield). 

Committee Meetings.—Four meetings of the Committee have been held at 
Leeds. All were well attended. The Division thanks Mr. R. J. Gordon, 
Hon. M.A., F.L.A., City Librarian, Leeds, most cordially for the facilities 
which he has provided for holding Committee meetings. 

Meetings.—During the year the following meetings have been held: 

20th January. Annual General Meeting at Leeds. 
18th March. Wakefield Public Library. 

29th September. Ilkley Public Library. 

17th November. The Guildhall, Hull. 

Finance.—The income for the year was £80 12s. 7d., and the expenditure 
£43 16s. 4d., leaving a balance in hand of £36 16s. 3d. 

Education.—Oral Classes : A report was received from Sheffield that, owing 
to lack of students, no class had been held. The Committee hopes that it 
will be found possible to restart classes in Sheffield shortly on similar lines to 
those previously held there. 

The following report was received with regard to the Leeds classes : 

Elementary.—Eleven students ; ten sat for the examination, six passed, four 
failed. 

Recommended for prizes: Miss E. Y. Holliday, Shipley, first prize; Miss 
J. Butters, Leeds, second prize. 

Intermediate.—Eighteen students; fourteen sat for the examination. Cata- 
loguing: eight passed, two referred, four failed. Classification: four passed, 
two referred, eight failed. 

Recommended for prizes: Miss M. Blackburn, Keighley, first prize; none 
eligible for second prize. 

Representation at Meetings.—The Hon. Secretary has continued to serve on 
the A.A.L. Council as Divisional Representative, whilst the Chairman has 
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served as an elected member. Both have attended all the meetings of the 
Council. The Chairman and the Hon. Secretary attended the Annual Meeting 
at Cardiff as delegates of the Yorkshire Division. 

Rules.—The Association revised its Rules during the year, and in conse- 
quence it became necessary for the Division to revise its own rules. These were 
approved at a Special General Meeting of the Division on 17th November, 
1937, and are now awaiting approval of the A.A.L. Council. 

Thanks.—The Committee desires to place on record its sincere appreciation 
and thanks to all who have contributed to the success of the Divisional Meet- 
ings, the speakers who have addressed meetings, the librarians and councils 
who have welcomed the Division to meeting-places and have so admirably 
arranged for the entertainment and comfort of the members, and to all who 
have in any way helped towards a highly successful session. 











Record of Meetings 


CENTRAL ASSOCIATION 


13th January.—Inaugural Meeting, Chaucer House. 
Speaker: Mr. Jack Jones. 
Subject: “ Novelists of the depression; with a footnote on what are 
known as established novelists.” 
Chairman: Mr. E. Sellick (Cardiff). 
24th February.—Joint Meeting at Central Library, West Ham. 
Speaker: Mr. D. McDougall, F.L.A. (West Ham). 
Subject: “ Lending library technique, with special reference to the 
Dickman book-charging system.” 
Chairman: Mr. G. R. Bolton, F.L.A. (Watford). 
10th March.—Central Library, Purley. 
Speaker: Miss E. K. West, F.L.A. (Coulsdon and Purley). 
Subject: “ Problems of branch library organization.” 
Chairman: Councillor J. H. Morton (Purley). 
27th April_—Joint Meeting at Watford. 
Speaker: Mr. R. F. Ashby (Watford). 
Subject: “ The German public library.” 
Chairman: Alderman H. J. Bridger, C.C. (Watford). 
19th May.—Isleworth Branch Library. 
Speaker: Mr. C. P. Willard (Lewes). 
Subject: “* Culture and the public library.” 
Chairman: Mr. H. Groom, F.L.A. (Heston-Isleworth). 
16th June.—Annual Meeting at Cardiff. 
Presidential Address: Mr. E. Sellick. 
13th October—Woodward Road Branch, Barking Libraries. 
Speaker: Mr. J. G. Brown, F.L.A. (Barking). 
Subject: “ At your mercy.” 
Chairman: Mr. J. Fry, F-L.A. (Barking). 
roth November.—Joint Meeting at Chaucer House. 
Speaker: Mr. F. Hickman (Bermondsey). 
Subject: “ If books could talk.” 
Chairman: Mr. A. R. Hewitt (Middle Temple). 
8th December.—North Finchley Branch Library. 
Speaker: Mr. E. Wisker, F.L.A. (Gillingham). 
Subject: “ Running commentary.” 
Chairman: Mr. F. Seymour Smith, F.L.A. (Finchley). 




















DEVON AND CORNWALL DIVISION 


7th July.—Plymouth. 
Inaugural Meeting. 
Conducted by the President, Mr. Ellis Sellick. 
6th October.—Plymouth. 
Speaker: Mr. C. Harris (Exeter). 
Subject: ““ Modern library standards.” 
Chairman: Mr. R. Ley (Exeter). 


EASTERN DIVISION 


25th February.—Yarmouth. 
Speaker: Mr. A. T. Austing, F.L.A. (Colchester). 
Subject: “ Stock revision.” 
27th May.—Lowestoft. 
Speaker: Miss O. Eastoe (Yarmouth). 
Subject: “ For assistants only; an enquire within for all engaged in 
library work.” 
14th October.—Ipswich. 
Speaker: Mr. L. Chubb, F.L.A. (Ipswich). 
Subject : “* Libraries in France.” 
Mr. B. H. Smith presided at all the above meetings. 


EAST MIDLANDS DIVISION 


15th July.—Inaugural Meeting in the University College, Nottingham. 
Speaker: Mr. J. Revie (Hon. Sec., A.A.L.). 
Chairman: Mr. L. M. Butler (Nottingham). 
14th October—The Guildhall, Nottingham. 
Speaker : Mr. J. Sherwood, ELA. (Mansfield). 
Subject: “* Demos, discrimination, and ourselves.” 
Speaker: Mr. W. R. McClelland (Nottingham). 
Subject : “* Rationalization.” 
Chairman: Mr. H. Jolliffe, F.L.A. (Leicester). 


KENT DIVISION 


30th June.—Canterbury (Inaugural Meeting). 
29th September.—Maidstone (County Library Headquarters). 
Speaker: Mr. W. A. Munford, B.Sc., F.L.A. 
Subject: “ Non-professional education.” 
27th October—Tunbridge Wells. 
Speakers: Miss M. L. Jackson, Mr. P. Southall, Mr. S. C. Waters. 
Subject : Symposium— If I were a chief librarian.” 
Chairman: Mr. Alderman Strange. 





24th November.—Margate. 
Speaker: Miss I. F. Jackson, F.L.A. (Deal). 
Subject : “ Contacts with readers.” 
Chairman: Mr. Alderman Hine, J.P. (Margate). 

15th December.—Bromley. 
Speaker: Miss F. E. Brennan Cook, M.A., F.L.A. (Kent County). 
Subject: “* County and municipal library services.” 
Chairman: Mr. H. Alderton, F.L.A. (Bromley). 












































MIDLAND DIVISION 


7th January.—Birmingham (Social Evening). 
27th January—Birmingham (Annual Meeting), and short papers by Miss 
M. E. L. Thompson and Messrs. F. G. B. Hutchings, H. Jolliffe, 
G. Woledge, and H. Woodbine. 
11th March.—Stafford. 
Speaker: Mr. K. J. Rider (Birmingham). 
Subject: “‘ The Life and works of W. H. Davies.” 
Speaker: Mr. K. A. L. Roberts (Birmingham). 
Subject: ““ The Provision of text-books for Library Association 
Examinations.” 
Speaker: Mr. H. G. Fletcher (Stafford). 
Subject : “* Stafford’s literary associations.” 
1st April.—Newport (Joint Meeting). 
Speaker: Mr. E. Austin Hinton, B.A., F.L.A. (Coventry). 
Subject :“* The Temporary exchange of library staff.” 
Speakers: Miss E. Williams, F.L.A., and Miss E. C. Watkins, F.L.A. 
(Cardiff). 
Subject: “ Experiences in libraries in Berlin and Frankfort.” 
Speaker: Mr. W. Morgan, F.L.A. (Cardiff). 
Subject : “ The Literary associations of Monmouthshire.” 
21st April._—Birmingham (“* Magazine evening ”). 
sth May.—Bilston. 
Speaker: Miss D. C. Hewitt (Birmingham). 
Subject: “‘ Books and films viewed in relation to each other.” 
Speaker: Mr. F. Mason, F.L.A. (Wolverhampton). 
Subject : “* Enthusiasm.” 
Speaker: Mr. T. H. Aston (Bilston). 
Subject: “ Bilston: literary and historical associations.” 
16th June.—Visit to Cardiff for Annual Meeting of A.A.L. 
22nd September.—Malvern. 
Speaker: Mr. W. Pearson (Birmingham). 
Subject: “‘ My Francis Thacker Scholarship Tour.” 
Speaker: Mr. B. Oliph Smith (Hereford County Library). 
Subject: “ Policy in a rural county.” 
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28th October—Birmingham (Joint Meeting). 
Speaker : Mr. F. J. Cooper (Lincoln). 
Subject: “‘ The Definition of a public library service.’ 
Speaker : Mr. C. H. Thompson, F.L.A. (Birmingham), 
Subject: “ Domestic affairs: an archivist’s medley.” 

25th November.—Sutton Coldfield. 
Speaker : Miss E. A. Stratford (Birmingham). 
Subject: “ Our debt to the community.’ 
Speaker: Mr. L. White, F.L.A. (Sutton Coldfield). 
Subject: ““ A Small public library: realization.” 


NORTH-EASTERN DIVISION 


10th February.—Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Whist Drive and Dance. 
24th March_—Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Annual Meeting at the Literary and 
Philosophical Society. 
Speaker : Dr. Cyril Jackson. 
Subject: ‘ ay oye: between public libraries and the B.B.C.” 
Chairman: Mr. M. C. Pottinger, F.L.A. (Newcastle Lit. and Phil.). 
30th June-—Durham. 
Visit to Durham University, Castle, and Cathedral. 
2and September —Sunderland. 
Speaker: Mr. E. Tucker. 
Subject: “* The Production of a newspaper.” 
Chairman: Mr. J. A. Charlton Deas, M.A., F.L.A. (Sunderland). 
24th November.—Low Fell. 
Whist Drive and Dance. 


NORTH-WESTERN DIVISION 


20th January.—Preston. 
Speaker: Mr. R. Irwin, M.A., F.L.A. (Lancashire). 
Subject: “ Town and country.” 
Chairman: Mr. J. W. Singleton, F.L.A. (Accrington). 
3rd February—Manchester (Annual Meeting). 
Presidential Address by Mr. A. Dow, F.L.A. (Coatbridge). 
14th April.—Burnley. 
Speaker: Councillor Preston (Chairman, Burnley Libraries Com- 
mittee). 
Subject: “ Library methods from a chairman’s point of view.” 
Speaker: Mr. A. W. Fletcher (Head Master, Burnley Grammar 
School). 
Subject: “* Reading to-day.” 
Chairman: Mr. J. W. Singleton, F.L.A. (Accrington). 


25 











24th June.—Bootle. 
Speaker: Mr. I. Birkett (Liverpool). 
Subject: “ Rich thoughts from poor soil: slum libraries and their 
readers.” 
Speaker: Miss F. M. Lythgoe, F.L.A. (Liverpool). 
Subject: “ No man’s child: the junior library.” 
Chairman: Mr. J. W. Singleton, F.L.A. (Accrington). 
1st-4th October.—W orcester. 
Joint Conference of the Birmingham and District, North-Western, 
and North Midland Branches. 
Speaker: Mr. J. A. Carr (Liverpool). 
Subject: “* Music and libraries.” 
20th October.—Accrington. 
Speaker: Miss M. Harries, B.A. (Manchester). 
Subject: “ Libraries and society.” 
Speaker: Mr. A. Thompson, F.L.A. (Bolton). 
Subject: “‘ Children and libraries.” 
Chairman: Mr. J. W. Singleton, F.L.A. (Accrington). 


SOUTH-EASTERN DIVISION 


20th January.—Brighton. 

Annual Meeting, followed by short papers from Miss E. M. Russell 
(Hastings), Miss V. Fox (Worthing), Mr. J. F. Chapman (Chiches- 
ter), and Mr. H. Wilson (Lewes). 

Subject: “* Professional status: remuneration of staff.” 

Chairman: Mr. E. Male, F.L.A. (Brighton). 

7th April.—W orthing. 

Speaker: Rev. W. Macleod Girdwood. 

Subject: “ Scottish literature of the eighteenth century.” 

Chairman: Miss E. Gerard (Worthing). 

30th June.—Poynings. 
Summer Meeting. 
20th October—Lewes County Library. 

Speaker: Major T. Sutton. 

Subject: “ Coloured plate books.” 

Chairman: Mr. H. Wilson, F.L.A. (Lewes). 


SOUTH WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE DIVISION 


21st January.—Swansea (Joint Meeting with the Welsh Branch, L.A.). 
Speaker: Mr. F. Seymour Smith, F.L.A. (Hornsey). 
Subject: “ The Librarian as bookman.” 

17th March.—Bridgend. 
Speaker: Mr. Jack Jones. 
Subject: “‘ The Public library and the working man.” 
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20th October.—Cardiff. 
Speaker: Captain R. Wright, M.C., F.L.A. (Middlesex). 
Subject: “ The County library in relation to the municipal library.” 
22nd December.—Cardiff. 
Annual General Meeting and Christmas Party. 
Miss E. Adams (Cardiff) presided at all the above meetings. 


SOUTH-WESTERN DIVISION 


qth February.—Portsmouth. 
Speaker: Mr. J. B. Simons, M.A. 
Subject: “ A Layman’s impressions of the public library.” 
7th April.—Eastleigh. 
Speaker: Mr. F. W. Cuthbertson, M.A. 
Subject: “ Morality and art in literature.” 
231d June.—W inchester. 
Speaker: Mr. J. G. Olle (Portsmouth). 
Subject: “ Our professional literature.” 
8th September.—Bournemouth. 
Speaker: Mr. K. White (Bournemouth). 
Subject: “ Summer school at Birmingham.” 
15th December.—Portsmouth. 
Annual Meeting of the Division. 
Mr. A. LI. Carver (Portsmouth) presided at all the above meetings. 


YORKSHIRE DIVISION 


20th January.—Leeds University Library. 
Speaker: Dr. Cyril Jackson. 
Subject: “‘ Co-operation between public libraries and the B.B.C.” 
18th March.—Wakefield. 
Speaker: Mr. R. C. Sayell, F.L.A. (Wakefield). 
Subject: “ The Smaller library: random reflections.” 
2nd June.—Instead of holding a Divisional Meeting in June members were 
invited to attend the Annual Business Meeting, and the Assistants’ 
Sectional Meeting, at the L.A. Conference at Scarborough. 
29th September.—Ilkley. 
Speaker: Mr. T. I. M. Clulow (Leeds). 
Subject: “* Possible fields of development in library work.” 
17th November.—Hull. 
Speaker: Mr. R. F. Drewery, F.L.A. (Hull). 
Subject: “* Leisure and the function of the library.” 
Mr. J. T. Gillett, F.L.A. (Leeds) presided at all the above meetings. 





COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS: REGISTER OF 


ATTENDANCES 
Baker, Miss M. G. Summoned to 10 meetings; attended 6 meetings, 
Burgess, L. A. » IO 5 » % 
Burke, E. E. ™ I0 , “i S fs 
Carver, A. LI. “ 10 4 « @ ~ 
Clulow, T. I. M. FS 10 « 32 io |= 5 
Collett, W. J. . S » @ w 
Cooper, R. ‘ ‘> = Il 9 
Coult, D. E. a 12 * " II = 
Davies, J. H. * 12 5 - ws 
Dean, Miss G. * 10 » ” 8 » 
Dent, _ ” 4 ” ” 4 ” 
Dow, A. s 0 + . S w 
Exley, Miss E. M. - ws » @ w 
Gardner, F. M. és a « 09 8 
Gillett, J. T. “ «ws » 10 » 
Harris, W. B.! 9 3 ” ” 3 » 
Harrison, Miss E. A.! * 3 0 » 3» 
Hewitt, A. R. a IZ» o II» 
Holliday, S. C.' » 4 » % 4 » 
Hurford, W. E.? ‘i 2 ‘ os 2 
Jones, G. P. - 12 » 7 » 
Lindsay, G. S. D2 : . s « * % 
Martin, S. W. ‘a 12 = ‘a 12» 
Phillips, W. H. 2 12 . oe II me 
Pugsley, W. C. ‘ mm -« » @ -w 
Revie, J. e » -« * 8 on 
Sellick, E. ” 10 ” ” 10 ” 
Smith, F. Seymour o ww « e 6 « 
Stevenson, W. B. is 12 o es 10 ‘i 
Twaits, H. C. * ae e mo 6s 
White, Miss D. M. ‘ 10, - 8 os 
Woods, V. _ 10 a - Iw 
Wragg, Miss E. 2 ” « » 10 


1 Elected September 1937. 
2 Resigned February 1937. 
8 Elected May 1937. 
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A. J. Wells 


Statement 





Audited and found correct: 


} &, Romsame } Hon. Auditors. 


of Income 


GENERAL 

Income Ls {sd 

To Balance brought forward from 1936 . 336 17 3 
»» Subscriptions . ; ‘ 39 9 6 
», Capitation Grant . 881 0 O 
» Sale of The Library Assistant e -% . 6613 6 
»» Sale of Recommended books : : . 71 00 
» Advertisements in The Library Assistant ; . 7117 6 
» Sale of “ A.A.L.” Publications . : : . 6918 I 
»» Members’ fares (A.G.M. at Cardiff) > « ee 
» Miscellaneous . F ; 7 13 10 

1,228 12 § 

£1,565 9 8 


















Note I. 
Note 2. 


Devon and Cornwall 


Eastern 


East Midlands 
Greater London 


Kent . 
Midland 


‘ 2 
deficit o 1 2 
5 


The balance of capitation grant for 1937, due from the Library 
The balances in the hands of Divisions at 31st December, 1937, 


cn @ 
© 12 10 
7 9 114 
I 12. 3 
O12 24 


aa 3 
























ACCOUNT 


By Printing The Library Assistant . 
» Distributing The Library Assistant 


Expenditure 


» Printing Recommended books 
» Payments to Divisions 
» Councillors’ part fares 


» Delegates’ expenses . 


» Library . 


» Stationery and printing 


», Postages 


» Cost of “ A. AL” Publications . 


» Expenses of meetings 


y» Clerical assistance for Hon. Offices : 
» Legal charges . 


and Expenditure : 1937 


£ 


- 398 
. 105 


- 160 


» G.W. a fares (A. G.M.at Cardiff ) 


» Transfer to Courses Account 
» Miscellaneous . 


Balance carried forward to 1938 


95 


73 
34 
18 





FADO OU ANN YS Aw 


£1,565 9 8 





1,153 12 7 
411 17 I 


. Coult, Hon. Treasurer. 





Association, is £391 16s. od, 


were: 


North-Eastern 


North-Western 


South-Eastern 
South Wales 
South-Western 
Yorkshire . 


i & 
37. Ct 
33 12 
I0 2 
I 19 
16 I 


oh Bn GO: Be 





Income 
To Balance brought forward from 1936 . 
», Students’ fees and sale of note-books . 


» Re: Loss on discontinued correspondence course 
(equal share refunded) : 


Transfer from General Account 
Library Association Grant 


Audited and found correct: 
J. H. Hounsome 
A. J. Wells 


} Hon. Auditors. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
sa {sd 


£ 


$419 7 
I,I0I 7 3 


£1,247 3 10 




















ww Bm 


ww 





COURSES ACCOUNT 


Expenditure £.sa fs d, 
By Tutors’ fees ? ; ; ; : - 973 14 6 
» Course editors’ fees ‘ ; P F ' 770 
» Note-booksand wrappers. . . . 2813 6 
» Stationery and printing . 14 9 0 

» Honorary Education Secretary, clerical assistance 

and expenses . - 3818 o 
» Honorary Librarian, one-half of honorarium . 0 oC 
» Refunds to students. ; ‘ ; - 9015 0 
» Postages F P ? ; : ‘ ‘ 22 0 0 
» Insurance . ‘ ; : : ; : ' © © 

1,186 18 oO 

Balance carried forward to 1938 . ; 60 5 10 

£1,247 3 10 

asain 


D. E. Coult, Hon. Treasurer. 
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Income 
To Balance brought forward from 1936 . 
















»» Interest on Post Office Savings Bank Account 


Audited and found correct: 


i a _— } Hon. Auditors. 


Assets 
War Loan 34 per cent. Bearer Bonds (at par) . 
National Savings Certificates (at _ 
Post Office Savings Bank 
Cash at Barclays Bank Ltd. 


Audited and found correct: 


J i — } Hon. Auditors. 





» Interest on 34 per cent. War Loan Bonds (less tax) 


BENEVOLENT 


£ ad 


304 8 
3 18 
I 9 


£309 16 
£309 10 


4 
8 
) 


0 


BENEVOLENT 


i & 
I1s0 0 
93 12 
60 8 


5 15 


£ 309 16 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


d. 
0 
0 
9 
3 


12) 


FL 








NT 
d, 
4 
8 
) 
r) 
ee 


ewe’ eS Oo Oo Mme kg 








FUND ACCOUNT 
Expenditure 
Nil 
Balance carried forward to 1938 


FUND ACCOUNT 

AS ON 31ST DECEMBER, 1937 
Liabilities 

Balance of fund, 31st December, 1937 


309 16 O 


£309 16 0 


D. E. Coult, Hon. Treasurer. 


£309 16 0 





. Coult, Hon. Treasurer. 
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Supplement to Tue Liprary ASSISTANT 


ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS 


(Section of the Library Association) 

































GENERAL RULES 
Adopted at a Special General Meeting, 13th October, 1937. 






1. NAME 

The Association shall be called the Association of Assistant Librarians 
(Section of the Library Association), and is hereinafter referred to as “‘ The 
Association.” 


2. OBjECTS 

Its objects shall be to promote the professional, educational, and social 
interests of its members by the reading of papers, by discussions, by meetings 
of a social character, and in such other ways as may be approved by the 
Council. 


3- MEMBERS 

(2) All members of the Library Association, being salaried persons 
engaged in Library administration, shall be eligible for election as Members. 

(6) Application for membership shall be made upon the prescribed 
form. 

(c) The Association shall have power to expel, at the Annual General 
Meeting, or at any Special General Meeting, any member after due notice and 
full report from the Council. 

(d) The Council shall have power to elect Honorary Fellows, who shall 
be persons who have specially identified themselves with the objects of the 
Association. 


4. MANAGEMENT 

The affairs of the Association shall be managed by a Council, constituted 
as hereinafter provided, in accordance with these Rules. Matters not 
provided for in the Rules shall be dealt with in such manner as the Council 
shall deem expedient. Matters on the Agenda for an Annual or Special 
General Meeting deemed to be of a contentious nature by not less than 
one-third of the Council shall be decided by a ballot of the whole Association. 


5. FINANCE 

(a) Subscriptions—Ordinary members of the Library Association shall 
pay no subscription to the Association. Persons in membership of the 
Association prior to 1st January, 1930, and not having since become full 
members of the Library Association (known as Transitional Members of 
the Library Association), may continue in membership on paying 7s., due 
annually on the rst January, to the Honorary Treasurer of the Association. 
q 











Transitional Members attached to a Division shall pay their subscriptions 
to the Divisional Honorary Treasurer on behalf of the Honorary Treasurer 
of the Association. A Transitional Member being twelve months in 
arrears with the subscription shall cease membership after due notice and 
warning. A Transitional Member wishing to resign must give notice in 
writing to the Honorary Secretary of the Association or of the Division to 
which he is attached before the 31st December, otherwise he will be held 
liable for the following year’s subscription. 

(6) Divisional Expenses—The Honorary Treasurer of the Association 
shall pay, annually, to the Honorary Treasurers of the Divisions, a sum at 
the rate of 2s. per capita in respect of the first 230 members attached to the 
Division ; 1s. 6d. per capita in respect of the next 250 members; and 1s. 
per capita in respect of each member above the number of 500. Capitation 
grants shall be paid on the basis of the membership of the Division on 
31st December of the preceding year. 

(c) Auditors—Two members of the Association, not being members 
of the Council, shall be elected by the members at the Annual General 
Meeting to audit the accounts of the Association for the current year. 
In the event of either or both being unable to fulfil their duties at the time 
of the audit, then the Council shall nominate one or two members, as the 
case may be, not being members of the Council, to fill the vacancy or 
vacancies. 

(d) Councillors’ and Representatives’ Expenses.—Members of the Council 
attending meetings of the Council or of its Committees may claim from the 
Honorary Treasurer of the Association the cost of their third-class rail fare 
to and from the place of meeting and such other expenses as may be deemed 
expedient. Members attending meetings and conferences as representatives 


of the Council may receive a travelling and subsistence allowance from the 


Honorary Treasurer of the Association. 

(e) Financial Report—The Honorary Treasurer of the Association 
shall prepare and submit on behalf of the Council an audited statement of 
the finances of the Association to the Annual General Meeting. Such 
statement to be circulated to all members at least five days prior to the 
Annual General Meeting. 

(f) Divisional Financial Reports——Every Divisional Honorary Treasurer 
shall transmit, during the first two months of the year, to the Honorary 
Treasurer of the Association an audited statement of the finances of the 
Division for submission to the Council for its use and information. 

(g) Benevolent Fund—The Association shall maintain a Benevolent 
Fund for the relief of members or their dependents in urgent cases of need 
arising from sickness, death, or other causes. The Fund shall be governed 
by such rules as the Council may from time to time determine. 


6. OFFICERS AND CoUNCIL 

(a) Officers.—The Officers of the Association shall consist of a President, 
Vice-President, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer, and an Honorary 
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Editor. The Vice-President shall succeed the President, and shall be a 
member nominated by the Council. The remaining Officers shall be 
elected by a ballot of the Association. 

(5) Council—The Council of the Association shall consist of the 
Officers of the Association, representatives of the Divisions, and nationally 
elected members. The Council shall have power to co-opt. The Council 
shall be thirty in number (exclusive of co-opted members), provided that 
the nationally elected members shall not be less than six. The Council 
shall take office annually on the 1st January, and shall meet at least four 
times during the year. 

(c) Divisional Representatives.—Each Division shall elect annually one 
representative to serve on the Council where the membership of the Division, 
on 31st December previously, does not exceed 250, two representatives 
where the membership exceeds 250 but does not exceed 500, and three 
where the membership exceeds 500. 

(d) Nationally Elected Members.—The remaining seats on the Council 
shall be filled annually by ballot of the members of the Association. 

(e) Nominations—Nominations to fill the elective offices and seats on 
the Council must be made by two or more members of the Association, 
countersigned by the nominee, and submitted in writing to the Honorary 
Secretary not later than the 15th October. 

(f) Vacancies—A casual vacancy in the elective offices and seats on 
the Council shall be filled by means of a by-election, except that any vacancy 
occurring within the last four months of the year need not be filled. 

(g) Officers of the Council_—The Council may appoint such Officers of 
the Council as may be necessary to carry out the work of the Council. 


7. MEETINGS 

(a) There shall be an Annual Meeting of the Association fixed to take 
place early in the year. Preliminary notice of the Annual Meeting shall be 
given not less than six weeks before the date fixed. Notices of motion for 
this meeting must be submitted in writing to the Honorary Secretary within 
twelve days of the date of publication of the notice. (6) Special General 
Meetings shall be called on the signed requisition of twenty-five members 
of the Association, such meetings to be held within six weeks from the date 
of receipt by the Honorary Secretary of such requisition. Special Meetings 
may also be called by the Council. 


8. Divisions 

(a) Formation and Objects.—Divisions of the Association may be 
formed for the promotion locally of the objects of the Association. The 
promotion of objects of the Association of a national interest shall be 
reserved to the Council. The Council shall decide the area to be covered 
by a proposed Division. 

Applications for the formation of a Division must be made in writing 
to the Council for its consideration, and must be signed by not less than 
twenty-five members in the proposed area. 
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(6) Officers and Committee.—The affairs of a Division shall be managed 
by a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Secretary, and Honorary 
Treasurer or Honorary Secretary-Treasurer, and a Committee. The 
Officers and Committee shall be elected annually by the members in accord- 
ance with the Divisional rules, with power to co-opt. 

(c) Sub-Divisions—A Division may form Sub-Divisions within the 
area of the Division for the purpose of holding meetings and local activities, 
A Sub-Division shall be governed by the Rules of the Division and of the 
Association. 

(d) Rules.—The Divisions shall be governed by the Rules of the 
Association and Divisional Rules formulated for local government. 
Proposed Divisional Rules and amendments thereto must be deposited 
with the Honorary Secretary of the Association for approval by the Council, 
and shall not take effect until approved. 

(e) Dissolution.—In the event of any Division lapsing into dissolution, 
no dissolution shall be deemed complete until the Divisional Committee 
shall have submitted a satisfactory report and financial statement to the 
Council, and have handed over to the Honorary Treasurer of the Association 
any funds and other assets in the possession of the Divisional Honorary 
Treasurer. 


9. MISCELLANEOUS 

(2) Official Journal.—An official journal shall be published and issued 
free of charge to all members of the Association. The Journal may be sold 
to subscribers at a price to be determined by the Council. 

(6) Library—The Association shall maintain a library of professional 
literature, which shall be governed by such rules as the Council may from 
time to time determine. 

(c) Report.—The Council shall prepare an annual report of its proceed- 
ings and of the activities of the Association generally for submission to the 
Annual General Meeting. Such report shall be circulated to al! members 
not less than five days before the Annual General Meeting. 

(d) “ Year.”—The expression “ year” or “ financial year” in these 
Rules means the period of twelve months beginning the 1st January and 
ending on the 31st December. 

(e) Amendments to Rules——Amendments to these Rules, of which six 
weeks’ notice must be given in writing to the Honorary Secretary, shall be 
made only at the Annual General Meeting or at a Special General Meeting 
called for that purpose. A notice of a proposed amendment must be 
signed by at least ten members of the Association, and no amendment shall 
be deemed carried except by a two-thirds majority of those present and 
voting. A notice of an amendment proposed by the Council need be 


signed only by the President and the Honorary Secretary on behalf of the 
Council. 


~W.V.Lid. 
4 HW. 








